. ~ DEDICATED 
NEED-O 
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- ; 
O ALILTHOSE IN- 
SECOND GHANCE | ” 


NOW THAT THE 


BUSINESS IS CONCLUDED 
THERE'S ANOTHER HALF A POUND 


OF MEAT FOR ITS STORY. THAT AIN'T NO 


HOME BREW, THAT IS THE REAL 
DEAL, AGED SINGLE y, 
‘MALT WHISKEY. 


THEY CAME ACROSS 


TO THE THO i 
BUT AS THE TRAIN LEFT THEY 
FOUND A CELLAR 


THEY WERE HEADED SOUTH 
WEST AS FAST AS THEIR PACE WOULD ALLOW. 
‘THEY WERE LONG GONE BY THE TIME | GOT TO THE CELLAR. 
THE TWO THEY SENT TO SNIFF IT OUT, | FOUND HALF WAY 
THROUGH THEIR SECOND BOTTLE OF THAT. THEY PROBABLY HADN'T 
‘ANYTHING TO EAT IN THE LAST FEW DAYS BY THE LOOKS 

(OF THEM. SCRAWNY, FILTHY AND 

DEAD DRUNK. 


THEIR NECKS 
RE EASY ENOUGH 
TO SNAP 


YOu WOULDN'T 
HAPPEN TO REMEMBER 
THIS CELLARS LOCATION?” 


DON'T 
BELIEVE THIS TOWN 
HAS THAT MUCH 
10 OFFER 


(Is THe exiT 
THIS PILE OF DEBRIS | 
ME AS THE 


‘Goon DAY CAT, 
BE SEEIN YOU AROLNE 


NOT IF YOU'RE LUCKY. 


LL. 1 SAW 
WHAT YOU DID IN THE 
WATERING HOLE. | 


WANT To COME WITH, 
BLAH, BLAH, BLAH, KID TWO THINGS 
HAPPEN TO YOU IF YOU FOLLOW ME FOR 
LONG ENOUGH. YOU/LL EITHER DIE 
SLOW, OR YOU'LL DIE QUlcK. 


I kNOW ALL 
THE SOB STORIES KID. My 
PARENTS WERE KILLED, CAPTURED, RAN 
AWAY, OR EATEN. YOU ARE A STARVING ORPHAN 
WHO'S GOING TO GET HER TAIL RUBBED 
RAW AT NIGHT, CUT THE 

SHIT KID. GO AWAY. 
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THEN YOULL 
MAKE IT BACK TO THE TOWN 
FAT AND SMILING, 


Look 
T HAVE MY OWN SUPPLIES 
AND EVERYTHING. 


I WON'T BE A BOTHER, | 


WANT YouR 
? HERE. 


ip you 
DON'T EVEN kNOW 
WHO | AM. 


Bur, BuT 
YOU'RE STRONG, FEARLESS, 
AND YOU COMMAND RESPECT! 
MEN FEAR YOU. 


I'M AFRAID OF 
EVERYTHING. | AM A WEAK 
KITTEN IN A WORLD OF MONSTERS 
THAT WOULD EAT ME. SHIT I'M EVEN 
AFRAID OF THE DARK. 
GO AWAY. 


SOMEONE TOLD ME ABOUT THE 
DARK... YOU ONLY FEAR THE DARK 
BECALISE YOU DON'T KNOW 
WHAT'S INIT. 


YOU GOT IT ALL 
WRONG KID. | KNOW EXACTLY 


WHAT IS IN THE DARKNESS, AND 
THAT SCARES THE HELL 
OUT OF ME. 


Fuck THE 
CONVOY, THEY ARE AN 


UNORGANIZED BAND OF WANNABE 


MONSTERS. THEY ARE NOTHING, 
‘ARE TIMID KITTENS COM 
TO THE MADNESS I'VE 
‘SEEN OUT THERE. 


THEY... THEY EAT 
PEOPLE. IL. | CAN'T 
UMAGINE WORSE THINGS 
THEN THE CONVOY. 


NOW GO AWAY. 


No BUT 
YOU'RE NOT ONE OF 
THE MONSTERS IN 
THE DARK. 


q 


THE FIRST MEMORY 
| HAVE IS OF MY FATHER HIDIN 
ME UNDER THE FLOORBOARDS OF THE HOUSE. 
‘THERE WERE SOUNDS AND THEN NOTHING. | MUST 
HAVE LAY THERE FOR A DAY BEFORE | CRAWLED 
OUT. THE HOUSE WAS A WRECK 
AND HE WAS GONE, 


PROBABLY AROUND T 
HE EARLY DAYS OF 
THE STRUGELE. 


RULE SEVEN KiD, 
IF YOU PLAN TO STOP FOR 
THE NIGHT NEVER DO IT IN 
AN OBVIOUS PLACE. 


ie 
ay 
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IKID IF THERE'S ONE THI 
YOU TAKE AWAY FROM THIS NIGHT 


LET IT BE THE FACT THAT GUESTIONS CAN 


GET YOU KILLED FASTER THAN 
ANY BULLET OR BLADE. 


‘AND DON'T APOLOGIZE. 


HOW MucH 
FOR THE PEACHES KID? 


La 


"How YOU SURVIVED THIS LONG I 
MAY NEVER KNOW. THE SECOND 
LESSON IS FREE. NEVER GIVE ANYTHING 
TO ANYONE UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE, 
THERE IS NOT A WHOLE LOT LEFT ON 
THIS SCORCHED ROCK. WHAT THERE IS 
WILL NOT BE FREE, EQUALTRADE IS. 
THE SIGN OF THE Times, 


‘THEYRE YOURS 
IF | CAN FOLLO 
THE NEXT TOV 


YOU MIGHT 
NOT BE AS STU 
YOU LOOK KID. 


BE SEEN. MY WORD ON MY LIFE 
ACCEPT YOUR OFFER. 


MY WORE 
LiFe... | ACCEPT YOUR. 
lim... SERV 


CHARITY MORE LIKE IT. 


TWisH | DIDN'T 
HAVE A NAME. 


‘ALL | HEAR WHEN 
ANYONE SAYS IT IS MY FATHER 
TELLING ME NOT TO COME OUT OF, 
HIDING NO MATTER WHAT. 


KID THERE'S SOMETHING TO 
BE SAID ABOUT A NAME. IT IS THE ONE THING 
THAT WILL ALWAYS BE YOU'IN THE UNIVERSE. YOUR 
TITLE TO YOUR GLORIOUS BEING AND LIFE. YOU CAN 
CHANGE YOUR NAME, ASSUME A MASK, GRANT YOURSELF FALSE 
TITLES, FOOL MILLIONS, BUT YOU WILL ALWAYS BE YOU. YOUR 
TRUE NAME CANNOT BE ERASED, IT'S WHAT BOUNDS YOUR SOUL. THE 
MEMORIES OF YOUR LIFE, EXPERIENCES OF YOUR YEARS, ALL ADDING 
COLOR TO YOUR NAME. IT IS SOMETHING TO BE CHERISHED 
THE ABILITY TO CALL OUT TO THE UNIVERSE ABOVE, 
TAM SALLy! 
DO NOT DAMN THE NAME, 


‘YOU REALLY DON'T 
HAVE A NAME? 


THE MEN THAT 
FOUND ME JUST CALLED 


IF | Give you THis 
YOU MUST PROMISE TO DO 
SOMETHING FOR ME, 


TOMORROW, FOR AS 
LONG AS IT TAKES US TO GET 
WHERE WE ARE GOINS YOU HAVE 

FOLLOW MY ORDERS, 
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My LIFE | Wl 
YOUR ORDERS, 


THEY CALLED ME KATT,, 
NOT C-A-T, BUT K-A-T-T. 
BEFORE YOU ASK WHY, KNOW THAT 
THE REST OF MY COLORFUL HISTORY, 
IS OFF LIMITS. GOT THAT? 


Ls 


‘ONLY IF YOu 
UNDERSTAND THERE ARE CERTAIN 
THINGS | WON'T ANSWER. 


WELL YOU LAUGHED 
WHEN | THOUGH THE CONVOY WERE 
THE WORST THING EVER. BUT NOW 
YOU SEEM TO BE MORE WORRIED ABOUT, 
THESE COALITION PEOPLE THAN 
YOU ARE THE CONVOY. 


WERE THEY THE 
MONSTERS YOU WERE 
WORRIED ABOUT?” 


THOSE PISS ANTS 
WISH THEY WERE MONSTERS, 
AND THEY LEAD YOU TO BELIEVE 
THEY ARE THE RULERS OF HELL. | 
» YOU REMEMBER THE SLAVERS 
| TALKED ABOUT? al 


“THE ONES THAT 
TOOK MY FATHER?, 


‘Sure, 
Wels THEY ORIGNALY 
STOLE PLUSH TO WORK THE OIL F 
FIELDS TO KEEP THE FUEL RUNNING, he ee ee eee 
BACK THEN THEY CALLED THEMSELVES THE Bley agi 
4 HAT THE 
CHILDREN OF UTOPIA. THAT IS UNTIL THE Ber we aioe 
OL THEY WERE PULLING OUT OF THE | TLE WT ae 
GROLND BROUGHT SOMETHING WITH 
IT, SOMETHING MORE ANCIENT 
THAN ANYTHING ON THIS PLANET, 


THE BURNING SNOW 


TEN YEARS LATER AND IT'S STILL FALLING, WELL, THE CHILDREN OF LITOPIA 

COLLAPSED, THE CIRCLING OF THE DRAIN ENDED AND THE WORLD LET OUT 

ONE LAST BREATH BEFORE DYING. EVEN WITH Th 

CHILDREN OF LITOPIA WERE NOT DETERRED. LIKE A PARASITE 

HOST IT JUST FOUND SOMETHING ELSE TO ATTACH ITSELF TOO. THREE YEARS 

PED OUT PROBABLY ANOTHER GUARTER OF 

ION, THEY STARTED OVER. TO SAY THE SLAVERS LEARNED FROM 
KES WOULD BE GIVING THEM FAR TOO MICH CREDIT. FRANKLY IT 


THEY STARTED THEIR SALVE RING ALL OVER AGAIN BUT 
INSTEAD OF DRILLING THEY BEGAN BREAKING GROUND. IT 
TOOK THEM ANOTHER YEAR AND A COUPLE THOUSAND 

SOULS TO TURN FERTILE SOIL FOR SUSTAINABLE GROWTH. 
FAR TO THE SOUTH THEY STARTED A GROUP OF PLANTATIONS, 
THEY BEGAN CALLING THEMSELVES THE COALITION AFTER 

AN OLD WORLD FACTION. THEY CONTINUED TO GATHER 
SLAVES, BUILDING THEIR PITIFUL EMPIRE. 


D THEY SEND 
ERS AFTER YOU? 
IVE NEVER HEARD OF A PLUSH 
WORTH FOUR LIVES, 


A 


WAS PASSING THROUSH ONE OF THEIR LITTLE 

COMMUNITIES AND THEY ASSUMED THEY COULD 

USE ME TO PLANT POTATOES. | DIDN'T PARTICULARLY 

WANT TO PLANT POTATOES BUT THEY INSISTED $0 

I BURNT DOWN THEIR TOWN. THEY CONTINUED THEIR 
ENCE THAT I WORK IN THE AGRICULTURE INDUSTRY 

0 | BURNT HALF THEIR CROP. IT WAS THEN THAT 

THEY REASSESSED My VALUE AND WENT ABOUT PUTTING 

OUT THEIR FIRES OF DESI 


Y-YOU CAN'T DO THAT! 

[+1 THOUGHT IT WAS SOME 

UNSPOKEN CODE OF SURVIVO} 
THAT GRAINS ARE PROTE 


| AM NEITHER PART 
THIS WORLD NOR WILLING TO 

IVE MY LIFE TO ANYONE LET ALONE 

FOR A COUPLE THOUSAND ACRES 
(OF WHEAT AND POT: 


No RisHT? WouLD You 
RATHER WORK LNDER COMMAND ON 
FARMS AS A SLAVE OR LIVE 
YOUR LIFE BY YOUR OWN MEASURE 
’A FREE WOMAN? 


You 
KEEP A SLAVE FeD 
SHELTERED IF YOU 
THEM TO LIVE 
LONG ENOUGH TO 
USEFUL, 


THEN | WOULD NOT. 
MIND BEING A SLAVE IF IT 
MEANT FOOD AND A PLACE TO 
SLEEP. IT BEATS LIVING LIKE A 
WILD ANIMAL FIGHTING FOR YOUR 
LIFE AND EATING WHAT EVER 
‘SCRAPS YOU CAN FIND! 


Kip Your 
IGNORANCE IS 
ASTOUNDING. 


LISTEN VERY CAREFULLY, 
THERE IS ONE THING AND ONE 
THING ONLY THAT I WANT FROM THIS 
WORLD. | WOULD HAPPILY CRACK THIS PLANET. 
LIKE AN E66 AND EAT ITS HARD-BOILED CORE IF 
IT MEANT GETTING WHAT | WANT. ANYONE 
(OR ANYTHING THAT GETS IN AMY WAY 


WHAT coup 
YOU POSSIBLY WANT? 
YOUR LAME NAME? 


WHAT | WANT 
IS NONE OF YOUR 
BUSINESS, 


YOU FOLLOWED 
THERE WAS ONLY 
iD HAVE CARED 


IT HE'S GONE. A 


BOYFRIEND Lé# 
you're MEAN 


He WASN'T ary 
BOYFRIEND, | DIDN'T EVEN 


4 LIKE HIM THAT MUCH. 


7 [tousut 


\ YOU SAID YOU CARED) 
ABOUT HIM? 


“a 
ta KID YOU HAVE 


WHO WAS HE, 
(A HUSBAND, OR A BROTHER) 
OR SOMETHING? 
R SOMETHIN. WILL EAT YO 
THEY SEE 


FINE DONT TeLL 
i, | DON'T EVEN ¢ 


GOOD THEN YOU'RE 
LEARNING SOMETHING. 


(OR SOMETHING. 


TM SORRY 
FOR WHAT | SAID 
EARLIER. PLEASE 

DON'T HATE ME. 


| HAVE NO REXGO THERE IS NO COLD 
KID. | HAVE NO REASON TO 
HATE ANYONE ANYMORE. EVERYO! ‘SATISFACTION OF REVENGE OR 
| HAD REASON TO HATE EVAPORATED | THE BURNING RAGE OF VENGEANCE, 
WITH THE WORLD. NO SWEET JUSTICE TO BE HAD. SOMEONE 
GAVE IT ALL TO ME WITH A GESTURE AND *Z=- come eyecp 


TOOK FROM ME ALL THE ae? KO Tro REN LOLS: 


WALK TO TOWN. 


TO MY QUESTIONS. 


wy 


KEEP YOUR 
CHILD ON A SHORT 
LEASH, THE COALITION, 


(CLEAN COALITION WHEAT! 
‘STRAIGHT FROM THE HARRISVILLE PoTaToes! 
(CO-OP! TESTED 100 MREM!_/ FROM CLEAN COALITION 
Looks MUCH MORE SOL! POTATOES! 
CIVILIZED THEN HAUSER. LOOK 
AT ALL THESE PEOPLE, 


IT's A sLaver 
‘CITY KID. DON'T GeT 


00 exciTeD. SY ConTainers, BuckeTs 


BARRELS, BASKETS! 


IVE GOT TO GO 
HANDLE SOME BUSINESS, 
‘ray our oF TRoUsLe, UNLESS 
YOU WERE PLANNING ON SEIN 
1 DON'T TaN THINGS FROM A SLAVERS 
T HAVE SEEN 50 ANY PEOPLE pep nek 
IN ONE PLACE BEFORE. 
50 aN POCKETS 


TLL FIND You, 
‘STAY OUT OF TROUBLE. 


ALL | HIRED YOU TO 
DO WAS SLIP ME OUT OF THAT 
TOWN. DID NOT PAY YOU TO BURN 
HALF OF IT TO THE GROUND, ALL 
THAT BLAME RESTS 
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E-EAsy, Jus 
PULLIN’ YOUR TAIL. 
THE MAP IS RIGHT HERE, 


‘CUT THE SHIT 
BosweLL. YOU CAN 
HAND IT OVER OR | 


KEEP Your HANDS 
(OFF MY TAIL AND 
ME SEE IT. 


‘SOUTH A FEW 
DAYS MARCH FROM 
EVERYTHING, 


FAR FROMM WATER AND 
THE ROADS OUT THAT FAR 
HAVE EITHER ROTTED AWAY 
u Urn Base 
OR BEEN DUS UP. SUABOG G2), 
HUSTHICTID ACCESS > 
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NEVER SEEN YOU. 


‘SHUT UP Bos 

YOU KNOW NO ONE CAN 

CATCH ME, UNLESS | 
VANT THEM TOO. 


THEY DO, 

‘AND | WOULD WORRY, 

BUT I'M NOT ONE 
OF YOU. 


‘EVEN THE BEST 
FALL EVENTUALLY My 
NAMELESS LADY. 


MISCONSTRUED OR INTERPRETED. 
AS A HEMP NECKLACE, 


I suspect ON 
THAT DAY WHO EVER Is 
RUNNING THAT FIERY PIT OF SINNERS 
WILL COME TO COLLECT 

ME PERSONALLY. 


TLL MAKE SURE YOUR 
INVITE ARRIVES ON TIME, 


‘SOME ONE BROUGHT 

‘A RUMOR INTO TOWN A MONTH 

‘AGO ABOUT THE ‘GRAY GHOST’ 

DESTROYING A SLAVERS ATOLL 
FURTHER NORTH. 


YOU DON'T SAY, 
I DON'T THINK YOU WERE 
‘SUPERSTITIOUS BOSWELL, 


‘SUPERSTITIOUS? 
No, BUT SOME RUMORS 
ARE WORTH MORE IF YOU HAVE 
A LITTLE FAITH. 


No Bur 
YOU CAN SURELY 
PUT A DEPOSIT DOWN 
ON THEM, 


You SHOULD 
KNOW BY NOW BOSWELL, 
YOU CAN'T SELL A 
RUMOR. 


- 
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YOULL FIND 
OUT WHAT'S ON THE 
MAP SCONER THEN YOU 
MIGHT LIKE. 
ARE WE LEAVING? 


| CAN'T LEAVE 
YOU ON YOUR OWN HERE J IN RETROSPECT 
WITH THE SLAVERS IN TOWN. GETTING SLAVERY DOES NOT LOOK 
YOURSELF SOLD INTO SLAVERY WOULD LIKE & GOOD IDEA, 
NOT SIT WELL ON MY 
CONSCIOUS. 


PROBABLY ONE 
OF THE WORST IDEAS 
EVER CONCEIVED SURPASSED | _—~ 
‘ONLY BY ITS BASTARD A< 
CHILD, STUFFING, ¢ 


NOTHING, 
LETS 0 a 
‘SUPPLIES, 


‘A POTATO 

UST LEAPT OUT OF 

THE GROUND, FANCY 
THAT. 


T THOUGHT HE 
SAID THERE WOLLD BE 
NO ONE DOWN HERE? 


KID HE WOULD HAVE 
‘SAID IT ANY WAY HE PLEASED, 

I DIE BY ACCIDENT, | DIE BY EXPOSURE, 
DIE BY CONVOY, AND IT'S ALL THE 
‘SAME TO HIM. BUSINESS IS 
BUSINESS. 


ss 
LOOKS Like THEY 
ARE STUCK. FOUND A NICE 
SOFT PATCH BELOW THE ASH LAYER. 
MOUNTS CAN'T PULL IT; | WONDER WHAT. 
THEY ARE DOING $0 FAR FROM THEIR 
PRECIOUS ROAD. IT'S NOT 
LIKE THEM. 


“SHOULD WE EVEN 
BE HERE? WHAT IF THEY, 
SEE US? 


WELL KEEP YOUR 
HEAD DOWN AND YOUR 
| MOUTH SHUT. IF YOU CAN 
‘MANAGE THAT YOU 
SHOULD BE FINE, 


Se NOT SHORT ENOUGH. 


‘HEH, A DEFECTING ~~ 
Cowon. Yeas, THAT 1S ABCu 
J ~i8 te. 48 90 BEING THe) 
ances oF On, 


THERE ARE TWELVE 
OF THEM. THEY DON'T LOOK 
LIKE SCOUTS, LOOKS LIKE THEY WERE 
HEADED WEST. SAME DIRECTION AS 
THE OTHERS. SOMETHING 
1S GOING ON. 


‘THEYRE NOT 
GOING TO KILL HIME, 


Deap meat 
SPOILS FASTER. MOST 
UKELY THEYLL JUST LET HM 
BLEED OUT AND EAT 
HUM TONIGHT. 


WELL BE Sick 
QUIETLY. LOOKS Like 
THEY ARE WRAPPING THINGS, 
UP DOWN THERE. 


t's so, CAN YOU SEE ANYONE? 
EVERYWHERE, IT DOESN'T LOOK LIKE ANYONE IS 
DOWN THERE. WHY AREN'T THERE PEOPLE 
DOWN THERE? IT SEEMS KIND OF DUMB TO BE 
LIVING OUT IN THE WASTELAND 
WHEN THERE'S STUFF 


SHAH 


CAN WE 60 
DOWN THERE? IF YOU 
DON'T SEE ANYONE 


WHY DO WORDS KEEP. 
COMING OUT OF MOUTH? Is 
IT SOME NEED FOR SOUND THAT THE 
_A\SIENCE CANNOT GIVE YOU? OR IS IT 
SIMPLY THAT YOU DO NOT 
USTEN TO YOURSELF? 


CITY? IF THERE IS NO 
ONE THERE- 


IT Is WHEN YOU SEE No ONE 
THAT YOU NEED TO REALLY WORRY. Cimies 
[ARE A GRAVITATIONAL PONT FOR LIFE ALL KINDS 
OF LIFE. IN THESE TUNES HOWEVER, THAT MUCH 
LIFE IN ONE SPOT BESINS ‘ 
TO TURN SOUR 


X Like A DISEASE Peorle 
BEGIN TO PREY UPON EACH OTHER, 
FOR TERRITORY, FOOD, OR JUST OUT OF SPITE 
PEOPLE ARE FORCED TO DO THINGS THEY MAY HAVE NOT 
7, CONSIDERED EVER IN THEIR LIVES. THE RUINED 
CITIES ARE SINKHOLES FOR 
CORRUPTION. 


‘SOMETIMES YOU 
FIND REAL MONSTERS. "AND SOMETIMES 
= YOU FIND YOURSELF IN THE 
INIDDLE OF AN ISOLATED WAR WITH 
AN IDEALIST'S DELUSIONS OF GRANDELI 
HELL BENT ON REBUILDING 
CIMILIZATION. 


‘Somerimes. 


WHO WOULD LOOK AROUND. THis! 
THEY FREE YOU THIS IS PRISON. NOTHING 
AND NOTHING AND NOTHING AS 
FAR AS YOU CAN SEE. DISORIENTING, 
LIFE DRAINING, BRAIN MELTING, 
WASTELAND. FREE ME 
FROM THIS. 


‘“ KID YOU SURE 
wave ONE STRANGE 
NOTIONS ABOUT 
FREEDOM, 


YOURE CALLING AM HEADED FOR IS STRAIGHT 
ME STRANGE!? YOU'RE QUEEN) SOUTH; THE CITY SITS IN OUR WAY. IT 
OF THIS WASTE. WILL TAKE US THREE DAYS TO GO AROUND 
THE CITY OR ABOUT A DAY TO GO THROUGH. WE, 
DO NOT HAVE ENOUSH FOOD TO GO 


We cere 
No We HAVE To 
60 THROUSH THE CITY. 
T WOULD MUCH RATHER 


‘Your s\ 
DOES IT HAVE A 
ts 


OF METAL INSIDE OF 
A STICK? 


Twou> 
NOT TRAVEL WITH 
‘A COMPANION WHOSE SOLE 
PLRPOSE IS TO CALISE $O 
(MUCH MISERY. is 


“TAKES LIVES, 
I WOULD NOT cuRse 
AN OBJECT WITH LIFE WHOSE 
ONLY PURPOSE IS TO SAVE MY HIDE 
FROM THE SAME FATE OF THE LIVES 
PITS TAKING. AS FOR 
‘A COMPANION. 


YOU ARE 
VERY 6000 AT 
TAKING THE MYSTICISM) 
OUT OF THE 
WORLD. MYSTICISM IS 
NOTHING BUT ANOTHER 


i, = 
WS Harries 


'NO, HAPPINESS 
IS A SMILE IN YOUR WHO SAYS My 
HEART. HEART IS NOT SMILING 
WHILE [ AM ALONE IN 
THE WASTES. 


Do You REALLY 
BELIEVE BEING ALONE WILL 
‘MAKE YOU HAPPYE 
CONTACT WITH 
OTHERS IS GOING TO 


NO, A CONNECTION 
WITH SOMEONE WILL MaKe YOU 
HAPPY. YOU DON'T KNOW HAPPINESS. YOU 
HAVE BEEN OUT HERE FOR TOO LONG, YOU HAVE 
FORGOTTEN HOW WONDERFUL COMPANY IS, WHAT ABOUT 
YOUR NOT-BOYFRIEND? WERE YOU NOT HAPPY 
WHEN YOU WERE WITH HIM? 


‘GOD FORBID THAT 
VOU ACTUALLY HAVE A CONNECTION 
WITH SOMEONE AND BEGIN TO 


FINE, WHATEVER. 
IF YOU CANNOT EVEN SeE PAST 


TO MAKE A CONNECTION. IF YOU 


THINK YOU 
ARE HAPPY BEING UNHAPPY 
‘AND THAT'S WHY YOU ARE SUCH A 
GROUCH, BY ALL MEANS KEEP. 


YOU DON'T KNOW ME, 
YOUR ASSUMPTIONS ARE (MADE 
OF AN IMMATURE MIND THAT FROLICS 
IN A REALITY THAT IS $0 FAR FROM 
THE TRUTH THAT | AM ALMOST 
TEMPTED TO LAUGH, 


‘PEOPLE CLOSE TO ME 
(GET HURT, AND NOT CLOSE 
IN THE EMOTIONAL oe 


WP" ir Does NoT MATTER IF 
| LIKE, LOVE, HATE, OR AM FILLED 
WITH COMPLETE APATHY TOWARDS THEM. 
‘TUE FACT |S TROUBLE GRAVITATES TO ME 
‘AND EVERYONE AROUND ME FALLS 
FACEFIRSTINTO IT AND NEVER 


YOU KNOW WHAT 
YOUR PROBLEM IS, YOU ARE 
CONVINCED THAT EVERYONE 


WHY ARE WE 

WALKING DOWN THE MMDOLE 

OF THE ROAD IF THE CITY IS 
SO DANGEROUS? 


THEY COME IN HANDFULS 
ABLE TO SKIRT THE BUILDINGS AND 
‘SNEAK THROUGH THE STREETS, SURPRISES 
‘ARE EASILY LAID IN THE DARK CORNERS, 
PEOPLE LEARN FAST INCONSPICUOUS RUBBLE AND 
‘CASUAL DEBRIS. 


SIN THE anicoLe OF THE |” 
‘STREET. 


A CLEAR ROAD 
FOR THE ONLY LARGE GROUP 
THAT WOULD DARE. 


SMILE WE'RE 
BEING FOLLOWED, 


I THOUGHT YOU 
SAID WE WERE BEING 


(OH, THEM. THEY 
STOPPED FOLLOWING us 
HOURS AGO, | THOUSHT YOU. 
SAW THE OLD GOAT. 


‘AROUND THE (OFFICE BUILDING? 
THIRTY-SECOND FLOOR OF IVE NEVER SEEN A BUILDING 
THAT LEANING OFFICE BUILDING \OVER TWO STORIES BEFORE, 


ABOUT EIGHTY OR $0 va | MET you 


T WOULD BE LUCKY 

"To SEE ANYONE STANDING V~ THIRTY-TWO STORIES, 

RIGHT NEXT TO ME WITH. THAT COULD BE ALMOST ANY 
MY ANXIETY. BUILDING HERE. +I CAN'T 


WE DIDN'T 
CROSS INTO THEIR 
TERRITORY. 


THIS TUNE. 


‘YOU WANT THE 
LONG VERSION OR THE 
‘SHORT VERSION? 


LAST FEW HOURS OF SILENCE, 
Trouse Tua You Wistr FINALLY 
HAVE BEEN STRUCK DUMB, 


LONG VERSION. 


WHAT is THs EVENT 

EXACTLY, | MEAN | KNOW WHAT 

EVERYONE HAS TOLD ME, BUT 
WHAT IS IT EXACTLY, 


'AN EXPLOSION LiKE 
PY) None winescen since THe 
FORMATION OF THIS ROOK. THE 
EXPERTS ESTIMATED IT TO BE IN 
EXCESS OF NE 


UWAGNE THIS ENTIRE 
TOIT AND AS MICH DIRT AND STONE 
TURNED TO ATOVS INTHE IT SPLIT THE PLANETS 
BLINK OF AN EYE. CRUST DOWN TO THE LIGUD MANTEL 
UNLEASHING A VOLOANIC ERLPTION THE Likes 
OF WHIOH THS PLANET HAS NOT 


ag No, LITOPIA TURNED 


10 ATS AD BVERITING 
; TAN PETEEN HADRED NES WAS 
Nan TH PART AREAD. Do LAD RAN EXTOL NEALE 
— TAVPONT PE ROOD Tas 
ENTE PRET, 


THE AR ALONG WITH THE BCOM, 


THE ASH FLLED Sky AND 
BLOTTED OUT THE SIN, ALL ELECTRONICS 
EXPERENCED AN EIGHT HLADRED CHIN MAGNETIC. 
BRST. THE WORLD STOPPED. 
'BUT IT DD NOT DE. 
Like A PLUG FROM THE SocKeT 
‘THE PEOPLE STOPPED, DATED FOR WEEKS. 
AS IF PART OF THE POPLLOUS' CONSCIOUSNESS 
WAS SNAPPED ANAY. THE PECPLE FOLAD 
THEMSELVES LOOKING AT THE END 


Newer uae 


[OVER AND ACCEPTING THIS FATE 
LAD LPON THER SHOULDERS 
‘THE PEOPLE STOOD. 


WITHIN THE FIRST YEAR 
‘A CRLDE RADIO NETWORK HAD BEEN’ 
REESTABLISHED. THE 


THE VaLCANC ac\D 
BELONG FROM THE EARTH CARRIED 
‘A TOXIC CLOUD OF FALLOUT THAT 
BLANKETED THE PLANET. 


‘AGAIN THE PEOPLE 
ALLIED. THE PLANTS HAD DIED, 
‘THE ANIMALS WERE DYING, AND THE PEOPLE 
WERE FOLLOWING SUIT. THEY STRUGGLED TO SURVIVE 
AND DIED BY THE THOUSANDS. COLD, STARVATION, 
AND RADIATION SICKNESS SLEW THEM 
WITH OUT RESTRAINT. 
EVEN AS THEY DIED 
THEY KNEW IN THEIR HEARTS 
‘THEY DIED ATTEMPTING TO SAVE THE 
PLUSH, THE PEOPLE KNEW THE CLOUD WOULD 
BE THE END OF THEM IF THEY COULD NOT REMOVE 
IT FROM THE HEAVENS, BUT HOW DO 
YOU REMOVE A CLOUD 
FROM THE SKY? 


‘A cow Is 
PARTICLES SUSPENDED | 
IN THE AIR. WHEN A 


WHICH AMEANS 

BUT ASH IS YOU HAVE TO SEND 

NOT WATER, SOMETHING UP TO 
‘BRING IT DOWN. 


‘SURE, IT WOULD 
BE ALITTLE MESSY BUT 
IF IT WORKS YOU SURVIVE. WHERE 
DO YOU GET ENOUSH RAIN TO 
SCRUB THE HEAVENS? 


‘SULF-LORIDE, NICKNAMED, NeW 
DAWN. 1.00 NOT KNOW WHAT IT 
WAS THE STRUGGLING SURVIVORS 
DEVELOPED, BUT IT WAS THEIR 
LAST RESORT. THE LINDON 
LANDON CORPORATION, A GROUP 
OF MOLECULAR ENGINEERS, 
DEVELOPED IT. HOW THEY DID IT 
WHEN THERE WAS BARELY 
ENOUGH COLLECTIVE ENERGY TO 
POWER A LIGHT BULB | WILL 
NEVER KNOW. SOME CALLED IT 
THE BEGINNING OF THE END OF 
THE TERROR. WARNINGS OF THE 
SLIGHTLY CAUSTIC NATURE OF 
THE DOWN FALL WERE SPREAD 
OVER THE LIMITED RADIO 
NETWORK. 


‘AciDic._THE PEOPLE DID NOT 
CARE. THEY WERE READY TO 
BUILD A BETTER UMBRELLA 
THE TEST ROCKETS WERE 
LAUNCHED AND FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN A YEAR THE 
(CLOUDS OPENED UP ENOUGH 
FOR A TRICKLE OF SUNLIGHT. 
WHAT WAS LEFT OF THE 
WORLD REJOICED. A MONTH 
LATER FOUR FACTORIES HAD 
BEEN BUILT BRICK BY BRICK. 
AMONTH AFTER THAT 


PRODUCTION OF SULF-LORIDE 
HAD STARTED. 


{ 


‘A FEW MONTHS AFTER THAT, 
IT WAS BEING DISTRIBUTED TO 
ANY SITE WITH A MISSILE, A 
MONTH AFTER THAT & DECLA- 
RATION OF WORLD PEACE WAS 
ANNOUNCED AS EVERY MISSILE 
LEFT WORKING WAS PACKED 
WITH SULF-LORIDE AND SHOT 
INTO THE HEAVENS. 


‘SORT OF. A DAY AFTER THE 
LauNcH THE clowns BE<AN 
0 TiN, BUT NO SIeN OF 
RAIN, A WEEK LATER THE 
7 SNOW BEGAN TO FALL, THE 
ineAcee SINLIGHT HAD LIT 
‘He PLANET FROM PREEDOR 
EEE 0 rice. Tre sNowruaces 
FELL DIRTY, AND BITS, 
HEAVY FAT FLAKES SCORCHED 
2 THe PLUNET WITH Tee AGBIC 
TSH THAT PEL PROM THe 
bs ‘Sky. WHAT THE BLAST HAD 
NOT LEVELED, THe WEATHER 
ma HAD NOT WITHERED, AND 
RADUTION 1d NOT 
SICKENED, THE SNOW BURNT, 


IT WAS NOT THAT THE 
‘SNOW COULD BURN THROUGH IRON. 
THELL YOU CAN CATCH ONE ON YOUR TONGUE. 
TASTES LIKE LICKING A BATTERY WITH A BITE, 
WOULD NOT RECOMMEND IT THOUGH. 

IT WAS NOT ABOUT THE POWER OF 


IT SNOWED $0 HARD FOR 
MONTHS THAT IT BURIED BUILDINGS TO THE 


‘SKY WAS MUCH CLEARER AND THE SUN SHONE DOWN ON 
THE BARREN PLANET. THE SEAS HAD BEEN POISONED, 
VEGETATION ERADICATED, AND LESS THAN HALF fh 
OF THE PRE-EVENT POPULATION cecil if 
ij 


REMAINED. IT- 


ee 


THEYLL COME 
DOWN ONCE THEY GET 
TIRED OF FIRING 
ARROWS AT Us. 


(ONE PUSHING YOU! J 
‘MOVE! 


WHAT'S WITH 
‘THE CIRCLES? THEY Ai 
EVERYWHERE. 


HE 
mo BROKEN CincLe?, 


‘SOUNDS STUPDD 
AND IMPOSSIBLE, 


THIS LOOKS Like 
THE COMMAND BUNKER. 


AFTER THE CATACLYSM THE PEOPLE TURNED ON THE BROKEN CIRCLE. 

LIKE A PACK OF RABID ANIMALS THEY WENT CRAZY. THEY PUT THEAN ALL 

TO THE SWORD, EVERY LAST BROKEN CIRCLE MEMBER. AN OUTSIDER 
LOOKING IN WOULD CALL IT A SLAUGHTER; THEY MARKED IT AS A REVOLUTION. 


ENTIRE BASES FULL OF BROKEN CIRCLES PEOPLE WERE SEALED UP AND 

LEFT TO ROT. THE SITES WERE DECLARED OFF LIMITS PUNISHABLE BY 

DEATH, ANYTHING MARKED WITH THE BROKEN CIRCLE PUNISHABLE BY THE 
YOU LOSE A FINGER, A BRACELET A HAND, 


MAINTENANCE SHED, 
IT WILL GIVE US A FORM 
OF ACCESS TO THE GUTS 
OF THIS PLACE. 


ayo 
Ocho 


No NOT THAT, 


stu 


NOT REALLY, | 
OT LUCKY, THEY WERE 


THAT Lik 
EVERY NOW AND THEN, 


iS POSITIVE | WAS GOINS TO 
‘ET THE HIDE BEAT OFF ME THE 
NEXT DAY FOR IT. 


WHEN | WAS YOUNG... 
YOUNGER, | BELONGED TO 
THIS CO-OP MAYOR. 
OF LITTLE HANDFUL OF MAIDS HE, 
Ick IN A HAREM. 
BELONGED TO THIS. 
‘OLD FAT BUCK. 


UST & BUNCH OF OLD PERVERTS 
4 LITTLE squeeze 


HE AND HlS FRIENDS WERE SO OLD THAT THEY COULDN'T HAVE 
‘SPRUNG THE CHIEF WITHOUT DYNAMITE. ONE NIGHT HE AND His 
BUDDIES GOT REALLY DRUNK. | MEAN THE OLD FAT BUCK PASSED 

pl OUT AND PISSED HIMSELF, GOT IT ALL OVER HIS FAVORITE RUG. 


THEY HAD 6 
OF THE MAIDS AND WERE TICKLING 
THEM AND TEASING THEM, JUST 
REAL DUMB SHIT. 


‘THE OTHER DRUNKS STARTED. 


\JEERING AND THEN COMPLIMENTING | 
ME ON THE TIP OF MY BLACK TAlL, 
AND HOW EVERYONE SHOULD HAVE 


‘A SEXY LITTLE BLACK TIP, 


‘SO THEY STARTED SINGEING THE 
GIRLS’ TAILS, MOST GOT OFF WITH 


A PUPF OF SCORCHED FUR. 


WHEN THEY HAD THEIR FUN = 
WITH THEM THEY BECKONED 
To Me. SAD | WOO SOME 
ITE HAIRS INTRUDING ON 
THAT BLACK TI. > 


"ANYWAYS BEING AS. 
DRUNK AS THEY WERE THEY 
FEVENTUALLY PUT IT OVER THE LINE. 
WAS DRAGGING THE BUFFOON OFF 
THE RUS SO THAT | COULD 
ROLL IT UP AND TOSS A 
BUCKET ON IT. 


I WAS NOT IN THE MoOD. 
DECLINED AND STARTED TO 


ROLL THE RUG UP. ONE OF 
THEM SAID | SHOULD HAVE A 
DRINK LOOSEN LP. 


BEFORE | COULD EVEN TAKE A BREATH 
TO REPLY THEY CAUGHT ME UP. CLUMSILY | 
DUMPING WHATEVER EYE ROT THEY WERE 


DRINKING ALL OVER ME. 
SINGED MY TAIL LAUGHED 
‘AND | WAS FINE. 


THEN THE MAIN HECKLER AN OLD JEALOUS GOAT 
SAID | SHOULD BE CAREFUL WITH MY BEALITY WHEN 
THE MASTER WAS PASSED OUT. THE OLD GOAT SAID 
He WOULD DO THE OLD BUCK A FAVOR. He SNATCHED| 
THE SIGNET OFF OF THE OLD MANS FINGER AND HELD 
HE'D MAKE SURE NO ONE WOULD 
EVER FORGET WHOSE | WAS. THAT 
a eine rr wy Ass RED HOT AND LIT 
ME UP LIKE A TORCH, TDON'T REMEMBER 
ANYTHING AFTER THAT.’ SURE 
I LIT UP HALF THAT ROOM BEFORE, 
THEY PUT ME OUT. 


= <. @® 


THEY PANICKED AND DUMPED ME IN A DITCH FAR OLITSIDE TOWN HOPING 
SCAVENGERS WOULD PICK ME APART. | REMEMBER COMING AWAKE FOR A MOMENT 
ENOUGH TO TURN MY HEAD FROM DIRT TO Sky. | REMEMBER THINKING THAT IT WAS 
COLD OUTSIDE AND IF | HAD TO GO OUT I WOULD NEED A COAT. THE SkY WAS CLOUDY, | 
BUT | REMEMBER STARS. 


I DON'T THINK THEY WERE REAL STARS, THAT CLOUD HAS NEVER 
PARTED SO MUCH AS A MOMENT TO LET THE MOON THROUGH. 
AFTER THAT | WOKEUP TWO WEEKS LATER STARING AT A DIFFERENT| 
CEILING, A MAN WHO MADE CANDLES AND LANTERNS AND STUFF 
HAD FOUND ME AS HE WAS EXITING THE TOWN. 


No. | Never 
TRIED. | HAD RUN FROM 
THE CANDLE MAKER THE MOMENT] 
(cow wove 


Dip you ever 
FIND THEM AGAINE, 


IT'S Okay 
DARLING. YOU ARE 
SAFE WITH ME, 


1 BOUNCED AROUND’ 
FROM FAMILY TO HOVEL TO 
HANDLERS, TOO USLY TO WHORE’ 
OUT, TOO ORNERY TO KEEP. 
700 SLIPPERY TO CUT, 


TTHANK YoU 
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e 
| 
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hee 
ee 


1 SAW A magic 


BUT He WAS 


THEN CHOPPED UP. 


RIGHT. G- 

IOT-BOYFRIEND 

KNEW OF THE PLACE BUT DID 

NOT KNOW ITS EXACT LOCATION. 

BEFORE HE LEFT HE GAVE ME. 
‘AN OLD JOURNAL, 


TECHNOLO 
PERTAINING TO 
MY PAST. 


S LOOKING FOR. YET IT WAS A 
CATALYST. AFTER THAT G- 
(WY NOT-BOYFRIEND LEFT. 


HALF OF ITS PAGES 


HAD BEEN RIPPED OUT, THE REST 
BLANK. ONLY A SLIVER REMAINE 
.T HAD BEEN RIPPED OUT. 
(ON IT WAS & LOCATION 


WHAT HAPPENED? 
WERE YOU ANGRY AT EACH OTHER?’ 
IL KNEW THIS BOY ONCE LONG ASO, WE KIND’ 
OF LIKED EACH OTHER, BUT HE ALWAYS MADE) 
ME SO MAD. OR 
DID HE DIE? 


NO NOT DEAD, 

F” aust GONE. NO FIGHTING, | 
GUESS IT WAS JUST OUR TIES 
TO PART COMPANY. LIKE A BIDAN, 
KICKING ITS CHICKS OUT 

m OF THE NEST. 


‘AFTER HE LEFT | WENT TO THE LOCATION IN THE JOURNAL. 


ONLY TO FIND A BUNKER SUCH AS THIS, BACK THEN THEY 
WERE STILL A BIT MORE POPULATED. I WAS A DLNCE THEN 
AND GOT MYSELF CAPTURED ALMOST IMMEDIATELY. LUCKILY, 
(OR UNLUCKILY DEPENDING ON HOW YOU LOOK AT IT, THEY 
TOSSED ME IN THE BRIG. ABOUT AN HOUR LATER THE PLACE 
WAS ON FIRE AND OVER RUN WITH ANTI BROKEN CIRCLE. 


ST A PEOPLE WITH A COMMON CAUSE. SEEING 
THAT | WAS [IMPRISONED THEY ASSUMED AN ENEMY OF 
THINE ENEMY IS A FRIEND OF MINE, THEY RELEASED 
ME AS THEY BURNT THE COMMANDER ALIVE IN THE 
| GOT MY FIRST ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF MY 
"YOU 
YOU MAY HAVE DESTROYED THE MIND, 
LEDGE REMAINS, 


‘A BACK UP PLAN, 
‘AND NO BACKUP PLAN’ 
WOULD BE COMPLETE WITHOUT 
BACKING UP EVERYTHING, 
ALL KNOWLEDGE, 
DRMATION, HISTORY, MEDICA 
CORDS, ECONOMIC REPORTS, 
ANYTHING THAT COULD EVER BE 


NOT To Me. 
KNEW WHAT HE MEANT 
‘AND IF YOU HAD KNOWN THE MIND 
HE SPOKE OF IT COULD HAVE 
ONLY BEEN ONE THING. 


A KINGDOM, 


PLACE INCASE SOMETHING! 

HAPPENED. THE LITOPIA COALITION AROHIVES, 

‘A BACK LP OF THE PLANET'S. 
COLLECTED KNOWLEDCE. 


INFORMATION 


THE DEVIL WOULD Be 
ORE APPROPRIATE. 


THAT'S WHAT 


CREATED THE GREAT RIFT AND PUNCHED’ 

"A HOLE IN THE SKY BEFORE COVERING. 

‘THE WORLD WITH THE 
BURNING SNOW. 


WHAT, YOU DON'T 
PP Hever. Cute, BELIEVE IN GODT | BELIEVE, 
BUT NOT EXACTLY WHAT, | PRAY EVERY NIGHT FOR FOR‘ 
REALLY HAPPE AND SALVATION. | MAY NOT BE ON 
KNEES BUT MY HEART 
IS PRONE. 


EATER POWER, 
YOU SORT OF HAVE TO AFTER YOU HAVE DANCED 
WITH THE DEVIL AND WATCHED HIS CHARMING 
(LE WITH YOUR FACE IN His 
RUINOUS HANDS, 


WELL LET'S SAY ONE 
DAY SOMEONE FOUND A WAY 
TO TAKE YOUR STUFFING 
AND ADIUST IT. 


WE CAN say 
IT IS WHAT GIVES us. 
LIFE. A COMPANION 
TO THE SOUL. 


LETS SAY THE MAN, 
ADUUSTS IT JUST ENOUGH TO 
MAKE IT $0 YOU LIVE LIFE NORMALLY, 
BUT AT THE DROP OF A HAT YOU WILL OBEY 
HIS EVERY COMMAND. YOU HAVE NO 
CHOICE TO COMPLETE THE TASK. 
FROM BAKING A PIE TO STABBING 


‘THis DOES NOT SOUND 
POSSIBLE, | WOULD NEVER STAB 
MY FATHER AND NOTHING COULD 
MAKE ME. NEVER, 


YES, YOU WOULD. 
THERE WOULD BE NO CHOICE 
IN THE MATTER, 


Now IMAGINE 
THAT YOU DO NOT KNOW 
YOU HAVE BEEN. 


‘STUFFED, AS IT WERE. IMAGINE THAT YOU DID 
NOT KNOW ANYONE AROUND YOU IS STUFFED. 
NOW UMAGINE WHAT IT WOULD TAKE FOR THE 
‘STUFFED TO CONTROL THOSE WHO AREN'T. 
No GUNS, NO KNIVES, NOT EVEN A THREAT. 
Like FLOCK, IF THE STUFFED MOVE SLBTLY 
ALL IN ONE DIRECTION THE UNSTUFFED WILL 
FouLow. 
THE WORDS OF YOUR FRIEND IS ALL IT TAKES, YOU 
LIKE & PICTURE AND HE DOESN'T. HE TRIES TO 
CONVINCE YOU OF THE NEGATIVE ASPECTS, BUT 
‘STILL YOU ARE NOT PERSUADED. HE GOES TO YouR 
FRIENDS, ONE AGREES, AND THEN ANOTHER. YOU 
RETHINK YOUR STANCE AS YOUR FRI 
REGURSITATE HIS AR. 
SOMEONE TO HATE IT JUST TO MAKE YOURSELF 
FEEL LIKE PART OF THE CLUB, SOON THE FIVE OF 
YOU TURN TO TWENTY, TWENTY TURNS TO 
HUNDREDS. COUNTLESS OTHERS NOW BELIEVE WHAT 
YOU PRETEND TO BELIEVE, YOU ARE NOT SURE IF 
THEY FOUND OUT FROM YOU OR IF THEY HATED IT 
FROM THE BEGINNING. SOME HAVE NEVER SEEN IT 
BUT STAND ON THEIR SOAPBOX AND CHANT, BAD, 
BAD, BAD. YOUR TINY INSIGNIFICANT BETRAYAL OF 
SOMETHING YOU ENJOYED, IS ALL IT TAKES. 


THAT MY DEAR IS WHAT 
NEARLY SEVEN BILLION TOLD 
THEMSELVES EVERY DAY, BUT THE 
BOOGEY MAN, THE PUPPET MASTER WAS 
REAL. IF YOU DO NOT BELIEVE ME 
MENTION, PRESIDENT BROWN 
‘BY NAME. 


"THAT WOULD CAUSE ME 
TO WET MYSELF IF IT SOUNDED 
POSSIBLE. BUT IT'S... IT'S NOT. YOU 


YOu WILL HAVE 
YOUR NECK IN A Noose 
FASTER THEN THE FRIGHTENED 
PISS COULD RUN DOWN 
YOUR L 


TTAKE IT EASY KD, 


THE MAN AND MOST OF - 
SA His kivezom was BLASTED, TN A PLACE, 
TO ATOMS, THAT DOES NOT 


EXIST, 


CLASSIFIED AS AAA, ONLY A 
HANDFLLL HAVE ACCESS AND EVEN LES 
KNOW OF THE LOCATION. YOU CAN COUNT’ AMONS THE AAA & 
QUIRED. HE WAS A 
1S TO FIND COMMANDER MOLE SENT DOWN THE CHAIN TO 
JEREMY HERE. INVESTIGATE A AA GENERAL. 


D0 NOT THINK yOu 


FOR THE LAST TEN YEARS 
HAVE DONE NOTHING 


ME UP WANTING 
MORE TIMES THAN THERE ARE SANDS ON 
A BEACH. FELT THE STING OF HOPELESSNESS 
AND FAILURE FOR TEN YEARS, EVERY TIME 
16OT A HINT OF A HINT IT 

WOULD EVAPORATE, 


EVERY BASE, BLINK: 
BROKEN CIRCLE BUILDIN 
EN THOROUGHLY RAE 


PesTILe 
CONVOY, SLAVERS, 
AND EVERY LOOM 


Compete wine! 
ENOCIDE, 


DEAR, THIS COULD 
THE HUNDREDTH OR 
‘THOUSANOTH BUNKER | HAVE 
CRAWLED THROUGH, 


TOO MANY CORPSE 
COUNT, TOO MANY FAILURES 
AND FUCK-UPS THAN | CAN ADMIT To. 
TOO MANY TIMES | HAVE SAT IN A DUSTY 
CORNER LIKE THAT AND CRIED. NO 
THIS TIME, | Al NOT THE LUCKY 
ONE KIDDO, YOU ARE. 


TAM sorry, 
| DID NOT UNDERSTAND, 
‘2 


PLEASE TAKE 
ITH YOU TO THE... AH. 
ARCHIVES. [+l NEED YOU, 
KNOW YOU DON’T NEED 

|. NEED YOU 
8 SMART, OR 


ANYTHING SALLY. BUT YOU 

FOLLOW AS LONG AS YOU NEED 

ILL NOT BE SAFE; | WIL 

WE MAY BOTH Fi 
TAILS MISSIN¢ 
DITCH TOMORROW. 


THE 
WILL COME WHE 
0 PART WAYS, BUT 


"THANK YOU KAT. 
| PROMISE | WILL BE GOOD 
AND LISTEN. | PROMISE TC 
BE QUIET, THANK YOU, 


UkNOw yOu 
DON'T REALLY WANT ME 


U ARE 
AFRAID IF 


1AM soRRy 
FOR NOT TRUSTING 
YOU SALLY. 


NO IT'S OK KATT. 
(OULD NOT HAVE SAID 
TWAS A 


1 
THOSE THING 


ens 


WE WILL SPEND 
‘A NIGHT IN HARRISVILLE 
AFTER WE RESUPPLY. | HAVE 
‘SOME MORE BUSINESS TO ATTEND 
TO ALONE. | TRUST YOU 

WILL BE FINE ON 
YOUR OWN? 


a 


SALLY BE CAREFUL, 
‘THE SLAVERS DO NOT CARE 
IF YOU ARE RICH, POOR, IMPORTANT 
OR WORTHLESS. THEY WILL TAKE YOU 
INA HEARTBEAT IF YOU GIVE 
THEM & CHANCE. 


STRAIGHT FROM YOUR OM 
PHARRISVILLE CO-OP! CLEAN Wi 
TESTED 100 MREM IN CLEAN 
COALITION SOIL! 


Be BACK HERE 
IN TWO HOURS, AND STAY 
OUT OF TROUBLE.’ KEEP THOSE 
STICKY PAWS IN YOUR __Aye BesT POTATOES! 


POCKETS. 
SOIL! CLEAN POTATOES! 


KATT, YOu WORRY 


TO THIS TOWN AND GO FIND. 
SOME ANSWERS, 


i ; \ 
1 ! 
Varnes a zal = V 
i Se 
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VERY NICE PIECE 
‘BUT | DO NOT DEAL IN FINERY 
LiKE THIS. | WILL HAVE TO SEND 
FOR AN EXPERT IN CHAINS. Toso co cer 


IT's OKAY 
‘SWEETHEART, LIDELL' 
‘AIN'T NO LAWMAN. 
HUR-HEH. 


PETITE PIECE 
OF JEWELRY IN WHITE 

GOLD IN NEED OF A NEW, 
‘CHAIN AND CLASP. 


‘SEEMS WELL 
ENOUSH, DIRTY, BUT i 
‘ARE THEY NOT. 


PRETTY LITTLE" 
PIECE ILL GIVE YOU 
FOUR FOR HER, 


DON’T BE INSULTING, 
TEN ON COALITION CREDIT 
AND NOTHING LESS. I COULD GET 
\\ FIVE MARKS JUST FOR THE 
MEAT ON HER BONES. 


NE. IM, 
TAKE HER IN THE BACK FOR 
‘A QUICK GOODBYE, 


YOU SHOULD HAVE 
TAKEN YOUR MONEYS WORTH 
BEFORE SHE WAS MY PROPERTY, 

ITS NOW FIVE A RIDE. 


AHA, 
'ENOUGH LIP, NO’ 
MORE BACK TALK 
oR ILL &A6 ¥01 


FRIEND OF YOURS. 
SHE COMING BACK, 

SOON? WHERE 

ARE YOU TAKING 


Boys, BOYS, 
HARRISVILLE IS NOT BOSWELL COULDN'T 
ee i, ware aT can 
a hie ashe ee ns 
Soe 
ca) 
eee 
TERRITORY. A 


HAULED FRESH OUT 
OF THE WASTE! BROKEN OF 
SPIRIT BUT NOT BROKEN 

BODY! OPENING BIDS! 
THOSE SOULS DOWN 
FRONT ARE THE LUCKY ONES FOLKS! 
THEY GO TO COALITION FARMS WHERE 
THEY WILL BE FED AND CLOTHED.. 


WOMAN AT THE 
/O! WHO WILL 
THREE IS A STEAL, 


GIVE UP ALL! 
THE END HAS COME FOR Us! 
LOOK! LOOK AT WHAT WE'VE BECOME! 
WE SHALL ALL PERISH BY OUR OWN HAND, 
LEAST THE GRACE OF GOD! 


uiPrPrPr 


‘OH SALLY, 
| AM SO SORRY, 


L/ES SALLY. 
RORNADAUGHTER 
LIVED FREE 
DIEPAFRIEV ES 

RET TO THE STARS 


-K 


YOURE LATE 
LDELL, THE OTHERS 
ARRIVED HOURS ASO, 


ra = 


HeH, SHE'LL BE 
ALONG SHORTLY. DETAIN HER, 


LECT HER WHEN 
THROUGH WITH MORE 


SEE YOU LIDELL, SOMETHING 


AND LET. 
RUN A SECOND PERSON 
DOWN TONIGHT. 


AVES GONE 


‘AINT TOO HAPPY. 


OPEN uP! IT's 
THE MOULDY OTTER! 


LIKE HELL YOU Ww 
YOU LEAVE AND I'M CLAIMING 
HER FAIR ‘SHE MIGHT BE WARM 

‘SHEETS TONIGHT OR IN AS ANTE 
FOR THE ROH GAME TONIGHT. 
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1S THE FIRST TWE 
YOUVE BEEN SOLED, 


THEM SEE YOUR MISERY, 
BOTTLE IT UP, BURY 


m 
¢ b IT'S NOT THAT 
EITHER MR. FLUFFY PANTS. 
TA $0000 HUNGRY 
ji TT HURTS, 
~~ No MR. FLUFFY 
PANTS THEY ARE ALL UP 
} THERE HAVING A PARTY BECAUSE 
OF THE VISITOR 
~e 
You COULD SNEAK UP, 
YOU KNOW THIS PLACE AND IF THEY CATCH 
BETTER THEN ANY OF ME THEYL BEAT ME AD 
THOSE SAVAG MAKE NE CLEAN THE FLO 
cee WITH MY TAIL AGAIN. 
THEY WONT HAVE. > 
{en NORMAL FOO. JUST Oe 
sf } 
— 4 


» 
8 


FINE STARVE 
AND LEAVE ME ALL 
ALONE AT THEIR 
MERCY. 


No Me. FLUFFY PANTS, 
IDION'T MEAN IT LIKE THAT. 
PLEASE DON'T THINK THAT, 


WELL AT Least 
“CATCH A WALL CRAWLER, 
OR SOMETHING 

YOU NITWIT. 


"THERE ARE 
NOT MANY LEFT ON 


60 UP ONE. 


WELL. 

‘ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 

ONE To JUST WANDER DOWN fl 
HERE AND SIT IN 

YOUR LAPP 


CHILD YOU WILL 


‘OWN STUPIDITY. 


ra = 


'YOU CAN DO 
IT, BE A WALL CRAWLER. 
‘SKITTER YOUR WAY UP, YOU 
HAVE BEEN HERE FOREVER THEY 
HAVE ONLY BEEN HERE, 

1A FEW YEARS. 


ou HAVE SHOWN THEM 
WHY THIS IS YOUR KINGDOM. 
ON MORE THEN ONE 
ASION. 


YOU WANT SOMETHING 
TO EAT MONGREL, THERE'S A 
BLRNNS BETWEEN Aly TOES THAT 
NEEDS TO BE BITTEN QUT. 

COME HELP DADDY, 


t i 
4 
4 : DON LOOK aT 
; THE FRE, 6S ON THE 
BRE, DONT Look 
F At Te PRE, 
IN 


WAL Now 
IT SEEMS IVE FOLND 
MWSELE A NEW 
LOD. 


"THAT IS ULES. 
YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
70 TRADE FOR HIM, 


ae ZB ‘= —— 
Mie 4 7A WAR int steele. 
ef ~ 


[Was FLATTERED, 
BREAD MAY NOT BE 
WORTH & TAIL RUBBED, 
RAW, BUT | AM 


YES, NOW PLEASE, 
Be QuieT. | JUST WANT 
TO WAIT TILL THEY ARE 
ALL GONE. 


THIS HIDING PLACE LEAVES 
SOMETHING TO BE DESIRED. 

THE DECOR IS ACCEPTABLE BUT 
WE'RE PRACTICALLY IN PLAIN SIGHT. 


DEAR CHILD YOU ARE NOT 
THE SWEETEST SMELLING ROSE TO 
BEGIN WITH. THAT IS GOING TO MAKE, 
YOU SMELL LIKE A CORPSE, 


CAREFLL CHILD, THEY 
CATCH YOU NOW AND YOULL 
BE INTO THE FIRE FOR A 

MIDNIGHT SNACK. 


I'VE SOLD SLAVES 
TO YOU WHOLESALE FOR THE 
LAST TWO MISERY FILLED YEARS SINCE 
YOU FOUND THIS PLACE. WITHOUT ME YOU WOULD 
STILL BE A MANGY GROUP HOBBLING ACROSS 
‘THE WASTES SCARING CHILDREN AND 
EATING YOUR OWN. 


PULL YOUR HEAD OUIT OF YOUR 
‘ASS AND CLEAN YOUR EARS OUT. 
BECAUSE YOU DO NOT SEEM TO 
BE HEARING ME, THE NORTHERN 
OUTPOST WAS IN FLAMES THE 
LAST TUME | SET EYES ON IT, 


Rod 


& 
BLES FROM THE ( 
Fuck YOU LIDELL, ‘ARE NO MORE! YOU WANT 
FRESH MEAT YOU WILL HAVE 
— GO THREE WEEKS WEST, 
= 


‘SHIT SMEAR. | HEARD YOU THE FIRST Tle. WHAT [ 
DONT BUY IS THIS, LONE PERSON... A WOMAN IF 
I REMEMBER YOUR LLNACY RIGHT, Fi Edie: REED GCN OF 
A WELL USED BROOD MATTRESS. 
YOU ARE NOT LISTENING, WHETHER 
(OR NOT I Ait LYING ONE FACT REMAINS, 
SHE WAS A DAY BEHIND ME AND CLOSING. 
"YOU CAN EITHER SIT HERE CORNHOLING 
EACH OTHER INTO THE NIGHT 

“AND LET HER WALK IN. 


TOR YOU can 60 
BACK THE WAY | CANE 
AND CATO HER IN 
Te OPEN, 
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BUT IF WE DO FIND Your 
SLAVE FREEING DEMON, WE WILL 
USE HER UNTIL EVERY MAN IS SATISFIED. 
AFTER THAT WE WILL KILL HER IF SHE HAS 
NOT DIED OF PLEASURE AND EAT 
UNTIL THERE IS NOTHING 
LEFT BUT HIDE, 


° 


TF WE DO NOT FIND 
HER YOU PUSS FILLED BOIL 
I WILL PERSONALLY RIP YOUR 
BALLS OFF AND FEED THEM TO 
YOU WHILE THE BOYS TAKE 
‘TURNS WITH YOUR TAIL, 


— 


EVERY MAN TO 
THE SURFACE! WE HAVE A 
LUPIAK TO FIND. FIRST MAN TO 
SPOT HER GETS THE 
FIRST RIDE! 


(OF YOUR ARM. YOU 
BETTER, | 


ne Ose T HEAR, OR 
SEE FOR THAT 
MATTER UNLESS 
YOU ARE TOUCHING, 
t 
—— 


‘SOMEONE FREED 

ALL THE SLAVE MANS 

SLAVES AND BURNT HIS, 
H 


Hos WASH CHILD, $0 
IT WouLD Take a 


‘SHE? LAUGHABLE, A SINGLE 
MAN DOING ALL THAT, YOU 
MUST HAVE MISHEARD. 


‘YOU SOUND LIKE 
THE MEN, THEY DIDN'T 


HERE? DO YOU THINK SHE 
BELIEVE EITHER. 


WILL BE NICE? MAYBE 
‘SHE WILL LIKE ME.. 


WELL FOR ONCE THEY 


DAY DREAMING, SHE 
ISN'T REAL, 


MAYBE... MAYBE 
IF I'M REALLY NICE TO. 
HER. REALLY, REALLY NICE, 
‘AND DO WHAT SHE SAYS... 
MAYBE SHE WILL TAKE 
ME AWAY... 


WITH MURDERERS, THIEVES, RAPISTS, AND 
CANNIBALS. YOU HAVE BEEN SOILED ENOUGH 
TIMES TO MAKE ANY WORKINGWOMAN LOOK 
LIKE A SAINT. YOU SMELL AS IF YOU WERE’ 
PASSED THROUGH THE BOWELS OF A BLOATED 
CORPSE. WHO WOULD WANT YOU IF SHE WERE 
‘REAL SHE WOULD PROBABLY ISE YOU LIKE THE OTHERS 
‘AND LEAVE YOU, YOU KNOW WHAT IT IS LIKE OUT 
THERE. CHILDREN ARE A BURDEN. | HAVE BEEN 
WITH YOU SINCE THE BEGINNING. EVERYDAY 
WATCHING OUT FOR YOU AND TRYING TO COMFORT 
'YOU, AND NOW YOU WANT TO ABANDON ME FOR 
SOMEONE THAT OBVIOUSLY DOES NOT EXIST. YOU HURT ME. 


T KNOW. 1AM. 

SORRY MR. FLUFFY PANTS, 

T WON'T LEAVE YOU. | WAS, 
‘JUST HOPING- 


‘CHILD CALM YOURSELF, 
YOURE HEART IS ABOUT TO. 
EXPLODE. WHY WERE 
YOU RUNNING? 


CHILD YOU ARE MAKI 
NSE, ALL YOU DID WAS, 
FREEZE UP IN THE HALL AND 


* 


THEN BOLT LIKE A 
MAD CRAWLER 
DOWN HERE. 


"YOU DIDN'T HEAR’ 
HeR EITHER? SHE 
YELLED WAIT. 


BUT SHE. 
MAYBE. 
MayBe 


No | Saw You STOCK 
STILL IN AN EMPTY HALL 
AND YOUR MAD JOURNEY 
THIS PLACE ALL 


‘SEE WHAT HOPE DOES 
TO THE WEAK MIND. EAT. 
ISOWETHING BEFORE YOU 


IT'S Ok CHILD, | AM 

STILL HERE WITH YOU, 

| AM NOT AN ILLUSION, 
OR A HOPEFUL 

HALLUCINATION. I 


(CHECK THE THIRD 
AND FORTH LEVELS. IF 
YOU'RE NOT BACK IN TWENTY 

MINUTES WE WILL ASSUME 


TAM NOT GOING 
DOWN THERE ALONE. 
YOU SAW WHAT SHE DID 
MY FUR IS STILL DAMP 
FROM MY OWN PISS. 


<4 


2 


THAT'S NICE HONEY, 


CAN MR. 


NO NOT LIKE THAT HONEY, 
(ONE OF THEM TOOK THE LIFE OF 
A VERY DEAR F MINE. HE HM 
PAY FOR His ce. THE REST OF THEM 
MUST OFFER THEIR TAINTE! TO THE LaDy 
SCALES LINTIL THEY HAVE PAID FOR 

THAT INNOCENT SOULS THEY 
HAVE SNUFFE 


"THANK YOU KAT. 


: yy 


You must 
PROMISE ME ONE 
THING ALI 


os 


Do yOu KNOW 


Ice? SOM 
YOU CAN SHOW 


(GOOD GIRL, NOW 
I NEED YOu TO HIDE HERE 
UNTIL | COME BACK. NO MATTER 
WHAT HAPPENS, OR WHAT 
YOU HEAR, DO NOT 
COME OUT. 


DON'T LEAVE 
ME KATT. I 
TWAS MAKING A Fu 
ARGUING WITH MR, FLUFFY 
PANTS. IT 


HAPPEN 


rar 


WHO'S THIS 
PRETTY GIL UNDER 


OH ALICE HONEY. THAT'S NOT IT 
AT ALL. | WAS NOT MAD 
AT YOU. | WIL BE BACK, My 
WORD ON (MY LIFE | WILL BE BACK. 
IL. TAKE YOU AWAY FROM 


‘AND NO TALKIN 
FLUFFY PANTS 


WE SEARED 
THE SECOND AND THRD 


FUCKING TOLD 


How MANY DD NoT COME 
BAX LP, TEN, 


No! 
00 LATE 
TO La 


—y 


(OH BABY | 


(OH YES, 
VERY MUCH, | ATE. 


™O. 


"THREE DAYS! 
‘My DEAR ¥ 


Me. FLUFFY PANTS 
AND | STOLE SOME BREAD 
TODAY, BUT | ONLY GOT A BITE 
BEFORE YOU CAME AND 
RESCUED ME. 


TWENT FOR, 
Fi... TWO MORE DAYS 
ONCE & 


FIVE HONEY, 
3. TWO AND 


KATT YOURE TEASING, 
YOU ARE NOT AFRAD OF NOTHING 
THEY INT EVEN BITE YOU. 


FIVE AND 
FIVE IS TEN, 


IT'S Okay KATT, 
MY TUMMY ALREADY HURTS. 
THIS MAKES IT FEEL WONDERFUL, 
IVE NEVER EVER HAD TWO 
THINGS AS GOOD 

AS THESE. 


D0 NOT REMEMBER WHERE THE OTHERS 
WENT BUT ONLY ONE STAYED. AN OLD BENT 
BIRD, SHE HAD STUFFING HANGING OUT 

OF HER BACK SEAM, SHE SHOWED ME HOW 
TO GET FOCD FROM THE BASEMENT. 


BEFORE THE BAD MEN CAME THERE 
WAS A FAMILY OF WOMEN THAT TOOK 
CARE OF ME FOR A BIT. MY FIRST 
MEMORY |S OF BLUE HALLS, AND THE 
WOMEN DRESSED IN WHITE. 


‘AND THEN SHE 
WENT AWAY AND | WAS 
ALL BY MYSELF. ALL THE 
Doors iP WERE LOCKED 
‘AND | COULD NOT GET OUT. 
‘SO | WENT DOWN. WAY, 

Y, WAY, DOWN, 


DON'T THINK 
‘THE OLD BIRD EVEN 
KNEW HOW FAR DOWN YOU 
‘COULD 60. NOT EVEN 

THE MEN KNEW HOW 


| FOUND. 
Me. FLUFFY PANTS 
ALLL THE WAY AT THE 
BOTTOM. He WAS STUC 
IN A RUSTY OLD BOX IN 
‘A DARK CORNER ALL 
ALONE LIKE ME. 


‘Mg. FLUFFY PANTS 
WATCH YOUR LANGUAGE. 
‘AND I TOLD YOU, KAT 
RESCUED ME, Us. 


(GIRL HAVE YOU 
‘GONE TOTALLY INSANE? 
IS THIS SOME KIND OF JOKE, 
(OR DID YOU FINALLY 

1S RUN AWAY, 


No I's NoT 
A JOKE. WHY DON'T 
YOU BELIEVE ME MR. 
FLUFFY PANTS?. 


CANNOT AND 

[HAVE NOT SEEN HIDE 

NOT STITCH OF THIS. 
SAVIOR. 
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‘SHE TAUGHT ME 
HOW TO COUNT TO TEN, 
| GOT To eaT BUMBLY Bee's 
HONEY AND, AND, SHE TOLD 
ME ABOUT WHEN THE 
WORLD WAS GREEN 


GREAT I'VE BEEN SHANGHAIED 
BY AN IMAGINARY FRIEND AND A 
LITTLE GIRL WITH AN OVERACTIVE. 
IMAGINATION, YOU DO REALIZE" 
WITHOUT HELP WE ARE BOTH 
GOINS 70 DIE OF EXPOSURE 
(OUT HERE. WELL YOU WILL! 
Die, | WILL BE LEFT TO ROT FOR 
THE NEXT TEN YEARS UNTIL THERE 
IS NOTHING LEFT BUT My 
REMAINING EYE. 


(OH AND WHERE IS THIS 
MAGICAL CAT THAT SAVES 
ORPHANED CHILDREN AND FREES 


SLAVES AND KILLS 
CANNIBALS? 


‘SHE'S OVER 
THERE IN THE DARK 
GOING POTTY. 


Okay ALICE 


REPEAT THE FIRST 


FIVE RULES OF 
THE ROAD, 


DON'T STOP. STOPPED PEOPLE ARE 
LOOKING FOR TROUBLE OR WAITING 
FOR TROUBLE TO FIND THEM, 


Four, ) 
DON'T TALK TO PEOPLE ON THE ROADS, 
| AND D0 NOT MAKE EYES CONTACT. 


Two. } 
BE VISILANT, ALWAYS BE AWARE | 
OF YOUR SUR-SUROLNDINGS. | 


| Five. 
IF THERE IS A BIG SHAPE ON THE 
| ROAD HIDE UNTIL IT PASSES, 


Fer ne ness ov | 
bce he cee OF Tr 


VERY coco 
ALICE. YOU ARE VERY 
SMART. READY FOR 
THE NEXT FIVE? 


IK. 
QuesTiONs. 
QUESTIONS CAN eT 
YOU KILLED, QUESTIONS 
WILL NOT KILL YOU BUT IF YOU 
ASK THE WRONG PEOPLE THEY WILL 
KILL YOU, SO ONLY ASK PEOPLE, 
YOU TRUST QUESTIONS. DO. 
YOU UNDERSTAND? 


A ROAD AND AWAY FROM 
OBVIOUS COVER. TAKE FOR 
EXAMPLE THAT Bie ROCK 
WAY OVER THERE. Ir Looks 
Uke & 6000 
PLACE TO HIDE 
RIGHT? 


No IT WOULD 
BE THE FIRST PLACE 


| JUST HAVE A LOT OF 
PRACTICE HIDING. 


$0 YOu 
DO DEAR. 


7 


ME FOREVER. | DO NOT 
KNOW WHAT THIS 
FEELING IS, 
IIS NeW TO. 
MME, LIKE THE FEEL 
OF THE HUNT. THE THRILL 
EVERY INDIVIDUAL. 
PROVIDES. THEIR DISTINCT 
FLAVORS At 
PATTERNS. 


CURSE YouR NAME! 
YOU ARE NOT OF ASCENDED’ 
STOCK, NOR REEK OF 

ELDRITCH, 


1 


NEW. MADNESS OF 
UTTER GENIUS. 


Hl DON'T QUITE 
UNDERSTAND WHAT 
JUST HAPPENED. EITHER 
| JUST HAD AN ANEURISM AND 


He's my BesT 
AND ONLY FRIEND IN 


‘Me. FLUFFY PANTS, 
He IS ALWAYS THERE 
WITH ME IN THE DARK. THE 

LLY PERSON THAT WANTED 
NOTHING OF ME. HE... HE 
LISTENED WHEN NO 
ONE ELSE WOULD. 


‘OH ALICE HONEY, 
1AM SORRY. I DON'T 


MEAN TO UPSET — No, I'm sorey 
KATT. IT'S NOT Your. 
FAULT, | BRING BAD Luck | [YA 


TO EVERY ONE AROLND 
ME. | AM BAD. 
! . 


ALICE HONEY YOU. 
ARE 6000. YOu ARE 
PROBABLY THE ONLY GOOD 
PERSON LEFT ON THIS 
ROCK. YOU KEEP YOUR, 
RABBIT HONEY, 


As 


I, He WiLL 
NoT Be HARMED 
BY MY PAW NOR THAT 
(OF ANY OTHER UNTIL 
YOU GIVE THE WORD, 


We WILL CONTINUE THIS 
LATER ABOMINATION! 


WeLL I'LL BE 
BLESSED, THERE 


HEAR HER UNTIL SHE 
TOUCHES / 
Hin, 


CURSE THIS 
PARASITIC EXISTENCE, 
NOT EVEN ABLE TO 
VIEW TWO SENSES 
AT A TIME, 


T HEAR You 
s. CREATURE. 


LAM IN CONTROL 
He 
™# r 


aa, 4 © ah 
Ls ( < me pF 


YOU DONE? 


WHAT ARE 
You suPPoseD 
10 Ber 


WHAT IS IT 
WITH EVERY ONE 
AND THEIR POETIC FUCKING 


THAT LABEL IS 
ACCEPTABLE. THOUSH 
HELL IS HARDLY A DESCRIPTOR 

FOR THE HOLE 


SO YOU ARE 
SOME KIND OF 
DEMON THEN? 


MAYBE, 


“ nN 
pH 


are Sea 
= ee y 
, \ 


A Ad 
pert 


DON'T CHANGE THE SUBJECT. 
ANSWER MY QUESTION OR | WILL MAKE 
THAT RABBIT 
Be JUST THAT. 


WHAT'S WRONG 
ALICE HONEY? 


ATT 


THEY ITOH, 


karT 
Ma, FLUFFY PANTS 


He HASN'T SAID NOTHING, 
FOR A FEW DAYS, 


A BREAK NOW THAT I 
AM HERE TO 
PROTECT YOU, 


KAT. 
WILL HE COME 
Bac? 


fs THAT 
THE TOWN 
ATT? 


YES, LOOKS 
Like THEY ARE Dol 

QUITE WELL FOR THEMSELVES. 

THEY EVEN HAVE OUTLYING 


so, HOMES... AND. 


‘A FIELD NEARBY. 
SEEMS SOME PARTS OF 
THE WORLD HAVE STARTED 
TO FIND ORDER AGAIN, 


— 


IT Looks 
uke A suiny 
RIBBON. 


DON'T LET 
LOOKS FOOL YOu 
HONEY. SOMETIMES SHINY 
OBJECTS CAN BE THE 
MOST DANGEROUS 
THINS, 


HOURS, REMEMBER WHAT 
Te TAUGHT YOU 
WHEN WE ARRIVE, 


Yes KAT. 
‘Stick TO — 
ME LIKE LUE AND 


QUIET AS A WALL 


\T IS NOT" 


SSARY GOOD 


FATHER 
D0 YOU NEED 
‘SOME HELPP, 


OF THE UNIVERSE, | HAVE NEVER 
BEFORE SEEN SUCH A FEAT OF STREN: 
[WOULD NOT HAVE BELIEVED IT IF 
THAD NEVER SEEN IT WITH 

MY GUN SES —“ayge THE TAX 


UPON YOUR BROW WAS 

A LESSON IN PATIENCE 

FOR THE RIG ON 
For B 


TT Ig MY TURN 
TO ASK FOR HELP 
FRUR, 


PEKIN, 
FRIAR PEKIN, 


Go0D FRIAR PEKIN 
| AM KATT AND THIS IS 
MY CHILD ALICE. 


L MY DAUGHTERS 
IT IS NOT EVERY Ds 
HUMBLED. | Nee? 

‘AND HELP ARRIVED, 


Iwas TOLD 
ULD FIND LODGING 
‘AND A BATH AT THE MONASTERY. 

WE ARE IN NEED OF A SAFE PLACE 
‘AND GOOD COMPANY. 


‘SAY NO MORE AND. 
OOK NO FURTHER. YOU 
SHALL BE OUR GUESTS, | TOO 
‘AMA TRAVELER ROAMING THIS LAND. 
| HAVE SPENT A FEW WEEKS HELPING THIS 
TOWN WITH A VERY IMPORTANT MATTER. ital 
IT SEEMS UNLIKELY BUT THIS 
|S A SURPRISINGLY CIVILIZED 
AND SAFE PLACE. 


THE ABBOT HAS 
TAKEN QUITE A SHINE TO 


MY HELP HERE. COME LET us 
MOVE OUT OF THIS DUSTY 


TELL Us vol 
ALICE WHERE DO You 
COME FROME 


» CAME TOO, BUT HE'S BEEN 
GUIET LATELY. 


HANDSOME LITTLE 
FELLOW. SHAME ABO 
HIS EYE, SISTER AGATHA OF 
RENEWED HOPE, MY HOME, 
WOULD HAVE FIXED 
HIM UP LIKE NEW. 


sERS ARE LITTLE 
ANYTHING BUT LABOR, 
BUT HOME IS FAR, 
FAR TO THE NORTH. How 


LL CRAY 
TRYIN 
ONE NIGHT. | SQUASHED 
IT GOOD BUT Me. FLUFFY PaNTs 
HURT. HE 
INS A LOT 


‘A RANK PAIR 
BEGGARS, 


"ANTHONY BOWEN, 
KURTSMITH! OUTWARD 
(CES MEAN VERY LITTLE. 
VE YOU FORGOTTEN THE 
LESSONS OF THE ORDER?. 


1AM SORRY IF 
| HAVE CAUSED You 


NES. 


SORRY FRUar 
PEKIN, | DID NOT 
MEAN TO OFFEND. 
ACCEPT My 


Don'r APs 
TO ME, THE TWO LOVELY 
LADIES NEED THEIR 
FEELING MENDED 


SUCH WELL 
NERED LAD: 


Al, BUT BY OS: 
TEETH TEACHING THEM 
HUMILITY MAY FRUSTRATE 
THE VERY LIFE 

OUT OF ME. 


"ANTHONY TAKE! 
THE DELIVERY AROUND 
Ck AND THEN FETCH OUT" 
ME FRESH BREAD AND, 
DRINK. HAVE IT BROUGHT 
TO THE NUNS WING, 


BEFORE We JUST 
HAD A WARM TUB THAT YOU 
NEEDED TO POUR HOT WATER IN, 
BUT THE FIRST THINS FRIAR PEKIN DID 
WHEN HE CAME WAS SHOW US HOW TO 

MAKE SPECIAL BRICKS OUT OF ASH 
‘AND CLAY. THEY LET YOU LIGHT 
A FIRE UNDER THE TUB, 


REALLY! 
THeRe's 
UNDER 


A THERE ARE FRESH 
i = TOWELS, SCISSORS, A FEW 
= BRUSHES AND A THIRD BAR OF 
‘SOAP AS REQUESTED. 


THAN) 
ELIEVERS, 


Ler us sive Ler THe FATHER THANK THE 
THANKS TO ESUS THE BARTU AND MOTHER EPS! CREATOR AND HIS 
HEAR OUT PRAYERS= THe UNIVERSE WisPOM 


GIVES AND WE BOW OUR 
HEADS IN THANKS~ 


THEIR GOD OR Gor 


BLESS THE BELIEVERS, 
BLESS THE FAITHFUL, 


T WOULD Like To cLose 
(OUR THANKS WITH A FEW SPECIAL 
PEOPLE. FRIAR PEKIN OUR BROTHER 
FROM THE ORDER OF CyD IS WELL KNOWN 
TO YOU ALL. HIS INVALUABLE HELP AROUND 
‘THE COMMUNITY HAS BEEN AN ANSWER TO He HAS ALSO OFFERED 
(OUR PRAYERS. TONIGHT WE ENJOY CLEAR, TO TEACH ANY MAN THAT WILL 
HEALTHY, LIFE BRINGING, PURIFIED WATER LISTEN HOW TO BUILD HIS OWN WITH 
THANKS TO THE GOOD FRIAR AND HIS af SIMPLE MATERIALS. IT IS TRULY A GREAT 
FILTRATION SYSTEM, DAY AND AS IF TO SHOW US THAT THERE 
IS A GREATER HAND AT WORK WE 
HAVE TWO VISITORS. 


WITHOUT THEIR HELP WE May 
NEVER HAVE RECEIVED THIS WATER 
FOR THE DINNER TONIGHT. WE WELCOI 
KAT AND HER DAUGHTER ALICE. WE 
GIVE THANKS TO OUR FAITHS AND 
‘SEE THE SIGNS IT PRESENTS US, 


"THE POTATOES IN 
THE STEW ARE FROM Do NOT LET HIM 
THE ABBOTS PERSONAL FOOL YOU INTO THINKING 
GARDEN OUT BACK ag | AM SOME KIND OF MIRACLE 
WORKER, MORE Like 
‘CW'S HANDYMAN, 


A 


WELL | WOULD NOT 
HAVE SAID MIRACLE WORKER, 
MAYBE A MAN THAT KNOWS 
HOW TO USE A BIT OF 

‘SAND AND CHARCOAL, 


YOU KNOW HO 
REFRESHING IT IS TO 
HEAR THAT? IT SEEMS THE 
WORLD HAS FORGOTTEN THE 


TO PLANT A FIELD, HO) 
CHANGE A WHEEL, HO 
“SEW ON A BUTTON, HO¥ 
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(OR HOW TO. 


MAKE A FIRE. fod 


MAKE ONES OWN 
COMPASS. 


LuckiLy THEY 
ALL HAVE A SECOND 
CHANCE TO STOCK UP 

‘ON SOME COMMON, 
SENSE. 


Lirtue BY 
LITTLE THe WORLD 
WILL BE REBUILT, 


WHAT IS THE ORDER 
OF CYP? | HAVE BEEN 
AROUND FOR & WHILE AND 


TT IS THE REASON 
| HAVE KEPT My FAITH 
FOR AS LONG AS I HAVE. 
IT IS THE REASON | HAVE: 
FAITH IN THE PEOPLE OF THE 
WORLD. ALL RELIGIONS SETTING 


NO, IT WAS REALIZED 
THAT OUR GOD, Gods, 
UNIVERSAL BELIEFS HAD BEEN 
CHALLENGED BY THE EVENT. IF WE 
CONTINUED ON WITH OLD WAYS, FAITH 
ULD DIE FASTER THEN THE PEOPLE. GOD, 
(GODS, THE UNIVERSE, WHAT EVER YOU 
WOULD Like TO CALL IT TESTED us, 
IT IS OUR DUTY TO AS LEAST 
iT FAITH BACK IN Hid 


No, NOTHING Like 
THAT. WE D0 NOT ASK 
THEM TO BELIEVE, WE HAVE 
NO CONVERSION RITUALS. 
THE ORDER IS HERE TO. / 
HELP REBUILD OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 


U1 SOME KIND 
OF MISSIONARY COME 
EAD THE GOOD WORD, 


WHOSE GRAND PLAN 
IN THE SHADOW 


‘YOU WOUND ME, THE 
FORDER IS NOT LIKE THAT. THERE ARE 
NO TAXES TO THE PEOPLE, THe ORDERS 
SKILLS ARE FREE OF CHARGE, OLR ORDER 

PRAYS TO CYP THE PATRON SAINT OF 
BROTHERHOOD IN THE GREAT CIRCLE. 


ra na 


YOULL HAVE TO 
FORGIVE THE GOOD FRIAR 
PEKIN, HE IS VERY PASSIONATE 
ABOUT OUR WORK. THE ORDER OF OD 
1S GREATER THAN JUST ONE OR AMANY 
GODS, IT IS THE IDEA THAT IF OUR 
DIFFERENCES BECAME Ys 
OKAY TO HAVE. 


WE COULD LEARN TO 
CEPT OUR BROTHER AND 
LIES, WE ARE BROTHERS 
RE OUR FATHERS WITH THE 
SAME GOAL, TO RESTORE THE PLANET, 


SOME GO A YEAR, MAYBE THREE, 
OME A FATHER AND SERVE 
THE HEAD OF 
FOR A SPAN OF YEARS UNTIL 
BY) THEY Fino THEM 


To BECOME A ‘FATHER’ OF THE ORDER, 
A FRIAR MIST GO OUT INTO THE WORLD 
AND HEL? HIS FELLOW MAN. HE MUST 

(ORK TO HELP AND NEVER ASK FOR 
ANYTHING IN RETURN. 


THE FRIRS MUST CHAN: 
WORLD FOR THE BETTER 
THEY GO. WHEN THEY FEEL THAT 
THEY HAVE FULFILLED THEIR MISSION| 
THEY CAN RETURN AND BECOME A 

FATHER OF THE ORDER, 


a 
HOW LONG HAVE 
YOU BEEN AWAY DOING GO 
DEEDS FRIAR PEKIN’ 
EIGHT YEARS, 
TEN MONTHS, —- 


THOW MANY HAVE" 
hel BUT | REMEMBER EVERY PLEA 
FOR HELP, EVERY GR 


DOM FROM MY 

SUCCESS AND FalLuRes, WHAT 
TRULY HUMBLES ME 

THE FUTURE Hi 


SHALL TA 
MY LEAVE AND FALL 
VICTIM TO THAT TRUEST 
OF INS, SLEEP. 


THANK YOU. 


‘SISTER KAT, 
BLESS YOU AND LITTLE 


Y Wear Do you 
BELIEVE IN KATTE, 


THERE TO 


TO BE PUNISHED. 


THAT IS FAIRLY 
DARK KATT. WHAT PURPOSE 
WOULD YOUR LIFE 
THEN SERVE? 


FRIAR | HA 
MANY HORRIBLE 
My TIME. | AM NC 


‘ 


1 aN 


NoT 
HOW YO 
PULLED ALL THAT 
OUT OF ME, 


YOURE NOT A 


SILVER 


\SUED DEVIL. 


THe ORDER OF CYP 
ARE WELL RENOWN FOR 
THEIR CONFESSIONS, 


WHY 
EVERY CONFE: 
WITH A 


NOT ALL OF 
ONLY THE TRULY 
PECIAL ONES. 


ra = 
KATT YOU DO 
NOT Deserve TO Be, 
AMINED. THAT MAN AND HIM 
ALONE CAUSED SALLY'S DEATH. 


AN EVIL SOUL 


NE IN THE 
Dak. YOU HAVE A RESTLES: 
SOUL, IT FEELS BOL 
AND CORNERED, RAGING 


SUNSHINE KAT. 


Go WITH 
PEACE CHILD, 


UP OUR OWN MESSES, 
THAT IS WHAT THE OLD 
BENT BIRD TOLD ME 


WISER LITTU 


ERE. THERE 
ROOM AND 
‘ARE PRETTY ENTHUSIAS' 
BOUT A WALK, 


'AND THEN 
TAKE A BATH, 


Ir Los 
IF THE ORDER Hs 
COAXED A BIT OF 
LIFE BAC 
THE Li 


WHEN SOME 
PLANTS TURN THE 
RIGHT GREEN THEY ARE 


FOR YOUR SAC 
PROMISE TO TAKE THE 
OFFER AND COMPLETE 
THE CIRCLE, 


SHE'S AN 
eben sat mucTPuiE 
soonest 0 ‘BF SEVEN FONeY 
TO ADD TW a “1 
FETs 


AND DIVISIO 
A WEEK. 


VERY & 
WHO WOULD Have: 
{ED TWO INTELLIGENT 
BEALITIES TRAVELING THE 
GOOD THINGS 


‘ONE CAN 
ONLY HOPE. 


(ABBOT HAS JUST 
EN GOING ON ABOUT 
KS THAT | HAVE THEIR DEDICATI 
{é ABBOT AND THRE TO THE ORDEF 
MEN. THERE ARE A LOT 
(OF RUMORS FLOATING AROUND ABOUT 
IT, SAME RITUAL, DIFFERENT MONKS, 


- 


‘THE ORDER WILL NOT 


BE FORGOTTEN. AM SORRY 
Bur THAT'S COME A WEEK EARLY. 
GUITE A Dis. T WOULD NOT- 


IS OUR CHOICE. THE MONEY 
WILL BUY ENOUGH FOR A LIFETIME 

OF FILTERING EQUIPMENT. IT IS 
ABOUT THE LIFE OF THIS COMMUNITY, 
| CAN YOU IMAGINE THE EFFECT OF CLEA 

WATER. THIS HAS TO BE DONE, 

THERE HAVE BEEN TOO MANY 

SIGNS TO IGNORE, 


FRIAR PEKIN WAS 
A GODSEND. HE MAY 
HAVE PLANTED THE SEED 
OF OUR SURVIVAL BUT IT 
IS UP TO Us TO MAKE SURE 
IT 6eOws. WE 
GO TONIGHT. 


(GODS THANK YOU 
MY SONS, AND | Tt 
YOU PERSONALLY. YOU HAVE 
| SHOWN RIGHTEOUS COURAGE AND 
ABSOLUTE FAITH. RETURN HERE. 
AT MIDNIGHT. BLESS 
YOU MY SONS. 


GODSENO? WHAT 
GODSEND AM I IF I CAUSED 
THESE MEN TO SACRIFICE THEMSELVES 
WHO AM I STANDING NEXT TO A WOMAN 
‘THAT CAN LIFT LADEN CARTS, RESCUE _] 

CHILDREN AND HEAR BETTER 77 


THAN A RABBIT WITH 
THAVE ONLY 
tated BEEN HERE FOR 
| THAT TIME, 
IT APPEARS 
rt 


J THE cost OF 
Stas pace 
| is MORE THAN 
FAITH CAN 
PROVIDE, 


YOU SAID THIS 
HAS BEEN HAPPENING 
RECENTLY, 
THREE WEEKS 


TT WOULD 
‘SEEM SOMETHING 
IS GOING ON. 


FLASH HIM THIS, 


‘i 


== 
i 


as. 


- 
| 
I} 
! 


‘A MAN CAME OUT OF THE WASTES ONE DAY 
UNARMED AND CARRYING A SMALL TRAVEL- 
THIS TO GON OW ING 
PP Acai habe ltgin AS IF HE WERE THE WASTE PERSONIFI 
ONE HUNDRED STRUGGLING LVES TO Bie ee i 
A MO} va ‘STARVED AND THIRSTY HE HAD STUMBLED 
ENTY IN A MONTH. THE OIL PLAGUE STARVED MAb TEST? He WD STUEL 
‘STRUCK US AND RELENTLESSLY STRUCK DOWN [AGELE, HEE UAT OLR PLT, [GRD OL 
PEOPLE. THOSE OF US THAT SURVIVED STORY AND WAS MOVED. 
STARVING. WE HAD MAYBE A Ucn Asatte 


WE KNEW NOTHING 
OF HIM, HE COULD HAVE 
ST SENT TO FORETELL 


TOWN BACK ON ITS FEET. 
WOULD NEED THREE 


(Our MONASTERY WAS 
NOTHING MORE THEN A SHACK 
AND A SYMBOL FROM THEPAST. 
Fou OF US IN TOTAL WITH 
‘A HANDFUL OF INITIATES, 


suit 


I WAS THE ELDEST OF THE FOUR. THE My 
TOLD THE TOWN THAT HE WAS WILLING TO SELL 


HAD BEEN A SLAVE BEFORE AND HE WOULD BE 
ONE AGAIN IF IT MEANT LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE. 
TURE MEN WERE TO ACCOMPANY HIM. 


‘TWO WERE NEEDED To MAKE 
THE SAME SACRIFICE TO PROVIDE 
THE TOWN WITH ENOUGH SUPPLIES 
TO SURVIVE, THE THIRD MAN WAS 


TO BRING BACK THE MONEY 
AND 60008. 


He WAS NEARLY STRUNG UP FOR 

THE EFFORT. NO ONE BELIEVED HIM, 
MEN HAD BEEN RUNNING THE SAME 
ON SINCE JUDGMENT DAY. 


BUT ABBOT MERRIN $4 
SOMETHING DEEP IN THIS 
MAN THAT CAUSED HIM TO 
BELIEVE. THE ABBOT 


‘STOOD AND VOLUNTEERED, 
‘ALMOST IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWED By BROTHERS 
UMmoTo AND JOSEPH, 


BeoTHer JOSEPH 
VAS TURNED AWAY BY 
ABBOT MERRIN. IT WAS TO 
BE THE ABBOT MERRIN AND BROTHER 
UMOTO THAT WERE TO SACRIFICE THEMSELVES 
ALONG WITH THE GHOST, AND | TO COLLECT THE 
‘BLOOD MONEY. | AM'TOO OLD AND BENT 
FOR SLAVERY. THE ABBOT MERRIN 
MADE BROTHER JOSEPH THE NEW 
ABBOT AND WE LEFT THE 
NEXT NIGHT. 


WE PRAYED FOR 
THREE DAYS AS WE TRAV 
"ACROSS THE LAND. 


We PRAYED FoR SAFE 
PASSAGE, WE PRAYED FOR 
THE STRENGTH OF THE 
TOWN, WE PRAYED FOR THE 


SURVIVAL OF THE PEOPLE, 
FOR THE ORDER, AND FOR 
THE MAN LEADING US TO 
SALVATION OR CERTAIN, 
Doom, 


He 


His 
OF THE I 
GET THAT DAY, 
A SGAR UPON MY SOUL EVEN AFTER 
| RETURNED WITH A 

WAGONLOAD OF SUPPLIES, 


ON. 


iS TRUE TO 


(ORD EVERY STEP 
y. | WILL NEVER 
Tr WiLL BE 


SEED, AND WATER. 


A ROCK AND AA HARD PLACE ©} 
IT HAD TAKEN A FEW MONTHS TO TURN THE 
SOIL INTO SOMETHING USEABLE AGAIN, AND THE 

D WE HAD PURCHASED FOR OUR SURVIVAL WAS 
T BE. 


THE TOWN WAS 
HUMBLED THAT DAY, 
SHOWN THAT THERE 1s 
IN THE WORLD. A MARTYR 
KS OUT OF THE WASTES, SELLS 
HIMSELF INTO SLAVERY SO THAT 

PEOPLE HE DOES NOT 
KNOW CAN LIVE ON. 


‘SOUNDS LiKE & 
FANTASTIC STORY 
WRITTEN IN A BOOK 
FOR GENERATIONS TO 
READ AFTER. ALL 

THINGS HOWEVER A 
GODSEND THEY MAY 

SEEM CANNOT 
LAST FOREVER, 


SIX MONTHS AFTER 
THAT FATEFUL ENCOUNTER 

fE FOLIND OURSELVES BETWEEN 
SAIN, 


INING TO TAKE. We WERE STILL TWO, 
MONTHS FROM HARVEST 


IRTH OF FOOD. 


ABBOT JOSEPH CAME TO ME ONE NIGHT. 
He HAD FOUND Tw =ROM THE 


PEOPLE IN TOWN. HE WANTED ME TO TAKE 
THE THREE OF THEM TO THE SLAVERS, 


ORE | COULD COMPREHEND THE SITUATION 
[WAS ALREADY DRIVING BACK WITH ANOTHER 
ON FULL OF SUPPLIES. THIS TIME | WAS 
THE ABBOT LEFT WITHOUT A PARISH, IT 
AR BEFORE | WOULD HAVE TO 
PAY WITH OUR VERY 
HAD JUST BEGUN REBUILD- 
5, OUR TOWN, AND OUR LIVES. 
(2 WAS HAPPY AND HEALTHY LOOKING 
FORWARD TO A HOPE FILLED FUTURE, 


WE WERE NEARING ALMOST ONE HUNDRED 
PEOPLE ONCE AGAIN WITH MORE THEN ENOU 
O AROUND. AND THAT IS WHEN WE 
BLIGHT THE CONVOY SCOUT IN OUR MIDST. 


THIRTY OTHERS WERE ON THEIR] 
WAY TO LAY WASTE TO OUR 
BEAUTIFUL TOWN. HALF OF 
OUR SUPPLIES AND FOUR OF 
OUR MEN WERE SOLD TO A 
LOCAL BAND OF MERCINARIES 
IN RETURN FOR THEIR PROT 
TION. THEY MAY BE AN EVIL 


REPELLED, AND 
STRUGGLED ON. oS 


IT INTENDED TO SURVIVE. 
HAD NEARLY ONE H 


We 


"TRAVELERS FOUND IT 
HARD TO LEAVE ONCE 


WAS OURS THAT 
WITH OUR OWN Hal 


GATHERED IN THE SQuARe. “THEY PUR 
PLAN OF ACTION TO ENSURE OUR SURVIVAL IN 
THESE HARSH TIMES. FIFTEEN MEN STEPPED 
FORWARD VOLUNTEERING TO BE SACRIFICED FOR 
THE GOOD OF THE COMMUNITY. FIFTEEN SOULS 
TO BLY OUR FREEDOM. 


FIFTEEN MEN JOINED THE c 
EACH KNOWING His FATE. | 
SELL THEM THREE AT 
OF A FEW MONTHS. MY 


IN OR WERE 
VOLOKOVO'S? THE FiesT 
THREE GAVE US SECURITY IN sé 
AND HARVESTING EGUIPMENT. THE 
COND AND THIRD GAVE US WALLS 
AND HOMES, THE FOLRTH, 


"LEFT TON 


SOUBLED FATHER, 
ION HAS ARISEN IN 


ct 
Z 


PRICE OF OUR LI 


15 A MAN WORTH A SACK OF 
OR A FEW LOAVES OF BR 


WHAT IS IT Now, 
ER A POUND 
PLUS PITCH? 


YOU WOULD BE 
LUCKY TO GET FOUR. 
No AMOUNT OF RIGHTEOUS 
FAITH WILL BUDGE A SLAVER 
ON His PRICE 
LiFe. 


YOU'D BE WORTH 
A FLAT TEN SILVER IN 
EDIBLE WEIGHT, A FLAT RATE 
OF EXCHANGE FOR BASIC SKILLS 
AND HEALTH, ABOUT TWO 
BLUE BILLS IN OLD 
UTOPIAN, 


WHICH WITH THE 
TELAND CONVERSION 
RATE WOULD BE ROUGHLY TWENTY 
SACKS OF DIRTY GRAIN. I’M NO 


(OR IF You'Re 
BAKER BUT THAT'S A 


CHEATED A WHOLE 
PILE OF MONEY FOR, 
A SLAVER, 


A FITTING METAPHOR 
FOR THEIR PRACTICE. A WORKING 
/ORKINGMMAN, WE WOUND’ 

PPER TO CONTROL IT, 
HEN WE LOST CONTROL THE 


HOW DOES ONE 
JUDGE A MANS WORTH 
ITHOUT FIRST KNOWING THE 
WAN. THAT IS IF THEY EVER HAD, 
THE RIGHT TO JUDGE IN 
THE FIRST PLACE. 


DAY THE WORLD WILL GROW. 
ONCE IT HAS MATURED | AM 


OUR BROTHERS 60. 
KNOWING THEY MARK THE 
SLAVERS DOWNFALL. THEY DID 
NOT GO AS SLAVES THEY WENT AS 
FREE MEN TO SHOW THE WORLD, TO 
‘SHOW THE UNIVERSE, NO TO SHOW 600, 
THAT WE ARE NOT AFRAID. We WILL. 
FIX THIS. 
ALL OF THis. 


AGAINST. 


PERFECT GUEST DURINS HER STAY AND WHEN SHE IS NEAR, 
HER CHILD IS AN ABSOLLITE THE GRAVITY SEEMS TO 
ANGEL. BUT. {ROUND HER, LIKE A 
(OU Fe 
‘SLIP WOULD SEND 
FALLIN 
THE AB) 


ABBOT | MUST 


‘Sore | 


THANK YOU ABBOT. 


THANK YOU 


WHAT aRe THEY? 
THEY 60 ON FOREVER. 


TRAIN TRACKS, 
A GIANT ENGINE PULLS 
THINGS ALONG IT. 


TUTTO TATE TUTTE UA CEUs 


THIS ONE IS WELL 
useD, I'VE ONLY SEEN 
(ONE OTHER IN WORKING 
CONDITION. THAT WAS FAR, 
FAR TO THE SOUTH AND 
INFESTED WITH 
SLAVERS. 


ih 


You HAVE 
TO REMEMBER 
OpRus. 


2 bea 


WHAT No si 
LOVE FoR yOuR 
AND FORGO’ 


WHO AM 


MONTHS IT 
MY MEMORY, (7 
A YEAR TO 


SHE WAS A CRAFTY NUTTER. THE OLD BIRD. 
HAD SUCH AN UNDERSTANDING OF HER CRAFT 
THAT SHE BUILT IN A NATURAL OFF SWITCH, 
‘A COMMON FLOWER FOUND ALL OVER THE 
PLANET, SO IF EVER THE COLOSSI RAN AMOK 
THERE WOULD BE A WAY TO STOP THEM. 


MOTHER WAS 
Daisies! ALWAYS VERY ELEGANT WITH 
HER SOLUTIONS, THE BEAN Was 
AA LOOKING FOR A PEACE cesTuRe fh 
TO THE WORLD TO STABILIZE 
HIS CAMPAI 


THE BEAN HAVE US WITHOUT 
SOMETHING IN RETURN. SO SHE 
‘SPOKE UP, THE BEAN MUST 
HAVE THOUGHT SHE 
FINALLY WENT MAD. 


‘SHE HAD ALREADY 
DRKED A MIRACLE 

WITH THE GENE 

SEGUENCES AND W 
ERE A FEW MONTHS 

FROM CO) 

SO SHE Su 


‘SHE WOULD USE THE 
GEST DESERT ON THE 
PLANET AS THE FLOWERBED TO 
PLANT HER MIRACLE, TWO FIELD: 
FILLED THE GiHO-Rad DESERT. THE 
WORLD WAS STRUCK DUMB OVER THE 
COURSE OF TWO WEEKS AS THE DESERT 
WENT THROUGH ITS METAMORPHOSIS, 
LIKE THE PAINTBRUSH OF GOD, 
THE LAND WAS CAST WITH AN 
VORY TO SATIN RED SIGNATURE, 
(ONE HALF Daisies, 


CAN ¥ 
COMPREHEND 
SCALE OF IT? 


(OF COURSE YOu 


WOULD IF YOUR MEMORIES 


CAME BACK. 


TWO COMMON FLOWERS ENGI 
NEERED AT THE GENETIC 


AND BE COMPLETELY EDIBLE, 
NOT JUST 4 FEW FLOWERS, A 
BOUGUET WOULD JUST BE A 
SCIENTIFIC BREAK THROUGH, 


EIGHT (MILLION, TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND iN 
ERS. A GIANT 
THE PLANET. 
JERSE, WE ARE 


IT WAS THE LAST PLACE 
YOU WERE CONSCIOUS, 


| HAD BEEN BACK MANY TIMES 


MEN THE 
D BEHELD THAT 

MONOLITHIC FIELD THE, 
BEAN SAID 


EAT AND 
Me SHALL BE FULL. 
HARVEST IT AND 
NEVER SHOULD THE 
VORLD 6O Hu 
IN 


MANNA FROM, 
THE HAND OF THIS MAN, 
THE PLUSH CRIED. 


He Hap 
BEEN APPLAUDED 
AND HANDED THE Key 


DOF course 
THE BEST RESEARCHERS 
IN THE WORLD TRIED TO 


E STILL TRYING TO 
FIGURE IT ALL OUT, 


RE THE PERI 

ERS ART, THAT FIEL 

LD BE HER MASTERPIECE, 
BUT WHAT SHE T. 


SLOW RIGHT NOW, THE BLAST AND SUBSEQUENT 
YEARS HAVE BEEN HARD ON IT, BUT THE 
2007S HAD PLENTY OF TIME TO Dic DEEP BEFORE. 
[HAVE IT ON GOOD AUTHORITY THAT IT WILL BREAK 

THIN THE YEAR. AND 


"AND THEN 
Boom! 


‘A FITTING SIGN 
FOR THE REBIRTH OF 
‘A SPECIES, CAN YOU IMAGINE 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN IT IS 

FOUND BY THE MASSES 
AGAIN? THIS FIELD OF 
SELF SUSTAINING 
MANNA 


THE SECOND COMING 
OF THE PLusH. Fees 
FOR THE SHAPING, 


OH DEAR GoD 
No. NOT MORE WORLD 
LEADER TALK. 


Leaver. 
Nor A cua 
| MAY SOUND AS IF 
I WANT TO Take OVER. 
THE WORLD; 


{gust Dd 
WANT TO PUT FORTH 
THE EFFORT, I’M KINDA 
LAZY AT HEART. 


PROBABLY WAIT 
SIXTY OR $0 YEARS 
FOR CIVILIZATION TO 
[CATCH UP AND PULL ITSELF) 
TOGETHER. MAKE A BIT 
OF EFFORT, GET MY 

ASS IN A NICE SEAT 
AND LIVE OUT My 

LIFE IN LUXLRY. 


Lemons, 


WEERRRNT! WEERRRENT, | | 


TAKATA TARATA\ v4 |. Takara 


TAKATA TAKATA TAKATA TAKATA  TAKATA TAKATA (353) 


Yess 
Yes! THAT's 
THE STUFF, 


WHISPER HER NAME IN FE 
SHE WILL HEAR. Sue 


Ma. FLUFFY 


OH Me. 
FLUFFY Pants 
THANK GoD, oR 
ons, OR THE 
LiveRse. 


RIGHT, YES. 
WHERE? WHERE ARE 
THAT BITE 

i... SHE SOLD 
YOU'INTO SLAVERY? 


THE MOMENT- 


LoTs OF STUFF? 


‘YOU KNOW 
WHAT | MEAN, 
WHERE WERE yOu 
ALL THIS TIME? 
NOT EVEN A 

OODBYE! 


We WENT To 
A BIG CHURCH WHERE 
evERVON 


Rue PEKIN PUT THE 
WHEEL BACK ON 


THE NUNS FOUND 
THEM FOR ME. AREN'T 
THEY Ni oT TO See 
ABBOT MALRICE'S GARDEN, ITS 
GREEN! | EVEN GOT TO 

EAT CARROTS 
OUT OF IT, 


SHE TOLD NE, 
SHE TOLD 

ME THAT YOU WENT 
AWAY FOR A BIT SO SHE 
COULD TAKE CARE 
OF ME. 


WHAT Have YOU 
BEEN UP TO ALL, e 


We HAD A 
BATH WITH COMBS 
AND BRUSHES AND 
SMELLY SOAPS. 


BUT IT Has 
BEEN A WHILE AND 
[DON'T SMELL Like 
(GES ANYMORE. OH 


CLEAR WATER! 


‘AND THEN KATT 
AND | WENT FOR A WALK: 
AND HAD BURTOLD'S MUMAS 
CINNAMON SWIRL 

HAPPY BREAD. 


YOU'D HAVE THOUGHT ¥O 
DECIDED ON LAST NAMES ALREADY 


‘YES, | WANTED 
YOU TO COME Back 
AND HAVE FUN WITH Us, 
BuT YOu... YOU JUST 
‘STAYED QUIET. 


$0 YOU TWO ARE JUST 
T BUDS NOW WITH NO 
FOR MR. FLUFFY PANTS 


IT LOOKS Like 
CE AGAIN WHEN YOU ARE 


RLDS, | LAID 
1E DARK ALL, 


JOW DO | EVEN 


MOMENTS. 
TAM TIRING Gu 


i a e 


PAN SEN yOu LOR TT 


l 


THE HEAV 


LL REACE 
INTO THE SKY AN 
PULL A STAR FRO) 


DOWN 


PAToTne=CLE CHIN 
“SCREEEEEEEEEE-CACHUNKI* 


sear Mrie Ga-CHNK! 


Do Nor 


Lf f =a 


EVERYTHING 
BE OKAY. 


HER ANGER 
CANNOT SUSTAIN ME 
AN OWn 


GO ON BABY, 
THEY PUT YOU ON 
THE TRAIN? 


‘A MEAN MAN 
(ON THE TRAIN YELLED 
AT Me BUT | JusT 

SHOUTED BACK. 


"AND THE TRAIN 
LEFT WITHOUT HER! 


THe! ORT. 
FOUND ME, HE WAS BIG 
AND SCARY AT FIRST BUT 

THEN HE TURNED 
OUT TO BE NI 


KNOW WHAT 
"YOU ARE ALL THINK 
‘SHE IS NOT DEAD. 


‘SHE'S NOT DEAD, 
YOU DON'T HAVE TO 


No. 
THERE Were 
oT ENOUGH BAD 
NEN TO STOP HER. HER 


Ox TINA, 
TT AS AN ADULT 
;OU SHOULD KNO 
IF SHE IS NOT DEAD THEN SHE! 
( IN THEIR HANDS, THERE 


WERE TO 
BAD 


WELL, WELL, WELL LOOK 

(0 HAS A HAPPY New 

I GUESS YOUR FRIENE 

CLOTHES TO YOU, OF 

RING YOU GO Fi 
NEW ONES. 


Took 


YOu Bel 


TURN A BLIND EYE TO MY ATTEMPTED 
MURDER, BUT YOU WERE SEDUCED BY 
HER HONEYED PRO) 


WHERE ARE YOU! HOW DID YOU GET HERE!? YOU & 
AA SLAVE NOW! OUT OF THE FRYING PAN AND INTO T 
FIRE. YOU THOUGHT THAT RABBLE WAS BAD BACK 


Irsa sto 
KING YOU UNTIL ¥ 


ROTTING IN 


Ma. FLUFFY PANTS. 
COULD Make UP, WHY ARE 


THOUSHT WE WERE 


SHUT UP 


YOU OUT sO 


v5 $0 MEAN, | 


FRIENDS, 


'YOU ARE WRONG 
Mg. FLUFFY PANTS. 


Dio sue gust 
TELL YOU WHAT | 
THINK SHE TOLD Your 
THERE ARE RUMORS 
COLLAND IS FINISHED, 
SSTROVED BY. 


THE way 
ALI-TINA TaLks 

ABOUT THIS “CAT* 
MAKES (ME QUITE CERTAIN 
IT IS THE SAME WOMAN IN 
‘THE RECENT RUMORS AND 
STORIES COMING OUT 
(OF THE SOUTH, 


Tue slaves 
SHE FREES’ ARE 
JUST THE REMNANT OF 
THOSE THAT MANAGED 
TO STAY OUT 

OF HER WAY, 


| CAN NOT. 
BELIEVE THAT 
EET CHILD COULD 
BE ASSOCIATED 
WITH HER, 


THINK THAT 
SWEET LITTLE GIRL 
HAS A FEW ISSUES OF 
HER OWN. ALL WE HAVE IS 
RUMOR AND CONJECTURE, 
WE CAN NOT JUDGE 

A PLUSH ON’ 
THAT ALONE, 


THE LAST | 
‘SAW OF THAT SHIT 
HOLE OF A TOWN W 
SMUDGE MASSA: 
THE LOT OF THEM. 


vas 


YOU CAN NOT" 
BE SERIOUS, THOSE 
THINGS THAT ARE SAID 

ABOUT HER ARE 
‘UST STORIES, 


IT CAN'T BE, 
THAT WOMAN (s. 


1 SAW THAT 
PINK BLUR IN THE 
MIDST OF A WAR. BUT 
AS TINA TELLS IT 
SHE WAS PROVOKED. 
By COLE. 


WHICH IS ENTIRELY" 
PLAUSIBLE, BUT TINA 
ALSO SAID COLE WAS 
HER BROTHER. THIS 
I FIND HARDER 
70 BELIEVE, 


My PAST 

CATCHING UP 
TO ME... TINA IS 
(MOST LIKELY RIGHT, 
THEY ARE BROTHER 
AND SISTER, 


Lers aust say, 
IF TINA IS RIGHT, AND 
THEY ARE WHO I THINK THEY 
ARE... JUDGMENT DAY WILL 
HAVE FELT LiKE A 

‘POPCORN FART. 


Now see, 
1EN YOU CRINGE 
H YOUR SCAR IT 
REALLY MAKES ANY 

BLADDER QUIVER, 


” 


ra = 


‘STAL 
His MAZESTY 1 
LIKE TO HAVE A W 

WITH YOU, 


uD 


®, 
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| See way 


A HYBRID. 


THOSE FLAM 
DIRTY WATER, START. 
SCRUBBING, 


MAYBE A BIT 
LL REMOVE 
THAT STINK FROM 
YOUR HANDS. 


408 


TO My TesT 


EXCUSE ME? 


T WASN'T AFRAID 
AND | AM NOT 


THEY TRI 
MANY TIMES TO 
EAT MME, BUT | AM 

STILL HERE. 


(OH THERE 
A FIRE IN YOU, 
I Like THAT. 


WY ow to 

THOSE WHose 

INTEREST Lies 
IN MEN, 


YOu WERE 
SENT TO TEST 
ME LITTLE DESSERT, 
BUT | SHALL NOT GIVE 
IN TO OLD Vice. 


We A 
FOR A HIS HAVE JUST ARRIVED, 
SUMAN. A 0 BUT EVEN THIS News 
FINEST STOCK CANNOT HAVE ESCAPED YOU. 
FOR THE FUTURE BEFORE iS, A NEW OUR LARGEST TRANSFER DEPOT, 
COALITION BORN OF FREE MEN AND HAS BEEN DESTROYED BY 
ENTREPRENEURS WILL HAVE TO WAIT. AN UNKNOWN’ FOF 
(OUR NIGHT HAS BEEN SET BACK 
SLIGHTLY DUE Te 


UNFORESEEN 


We ARE NOW AT 
THE FOREFRONT OF 
RE-ESTABLISHING THIS 
WORLD IN OUR IMAGE. WE 
HAVE AN INFRASTRUCTURE THAT 
1 CAN HONESTLY SAY, NO ONE 
ELSE ON THE PLANET HAS ACHIEVED. 
‘OUR REACH EXTENDS TO ALWOST 
‘A THIRD OF THE HABITABLE 
AREAS OF THIS CONTINENT. 
GENTLEMEN, TO THE 
COALITION. 


Bur ENOUGH 
oF Business FoR Wal 
THE PRESENT, WE ARE ALLL 
ANXIOUS TO FILL OUR 
BELLIES. DINNER 


HOW HAS THE 
PLAGUE AFFEC 
YOUR STOCK? 


WE SHOULD 

CONSIDER A CAMPAIGN 
TO RETAKE ONE OF THE MAJOR 
CITIES WITHIN OUR REALM. BEGINNING 
CONSTRUCTION, OR RATHER A 
INSTRUCTION MOVEMENT WOLLD, 
IT US ALL WITH MATERIAL, 
AND STOCK, 


WE HAVE HAD 
‘A HARD TIME SINCE 
THE SOUTHERN Ol 
FIELDS HAVE BEE! 
BREECHED. 


WE HAVE HAD 
A FEW CASUALTIES 
THIS YEAR, BUT WE ARE 
VERY STUDIOUS' ABOUT CONTROL 
(OUR STOCKS HEALTH IS IN PEAK 
FORM, THE PLAGUE SEEMS TO BE, 
RUNNING OUT OF STEAM 
IN THE NORTH. 


We HAVE HAD 
MORE PROBLEMS GETTING 
WATER TO OUR EVER EXPANDING 
COMPLEX. RELIABLE BUILDING 
MATERIALS HAVE 

BEEN SCARCE, 


70 RETAKE THE FALLEN 
LAND NOW, 


AT 
Y/ DEAL OF CONTROL OVER 
THE CONVOY. AT TIMES WE 
ARE THEIR ONLY SOURCE 
SUSTENANCE. | AM SURE WE 
USE THEM AS A BLUNT WEAPON. 
TO SMASH OUT THE 
INFESTATION. 


Tue Cowvoy 
ARE UNRELIABLE AND 
UNPREDICTABLE, THAT PLAN 
WOULD BACKFIRE SOMEWHERE 
DOWN THE CHAIN IF NOT IMMEDIATELY, 
T HAVE STARTED CONDITIONING STOCK 
FOR LOYALTY AND COMBAT. THEY 
SERVE RATHER WELL WHEN 
GIVEN THE PROPER 
INCENTIVE. 


TRAINING YOUR 
OWN STOCK FOR COMBAT 
IS ASKING FOR AN INEVITABLE 
REBELLION WITHIN YOUR OWN WAL 
THE CONVOY PROVE MUCH LESS OF A 
THREAT. THEY HAVE BEEN A PIVOTAL, 
IN REBUILDIN 

THE RAILS, 


Have scours 
WITHIN TWO CITIES AS 


OPULATION BREAKDOWNS, MATERIA 
AND ACCESS, HEAR ME OUT, | BELIEV 
IT CAN BE DONE WITH VERY 
LITTLE LOSS AND 
MUCH TO GAIN, 


secTHe oN 
DVANTAGES WE COULD’ 
FAKING ONE OF 
THE CITIES, BUT THE 
DISADVANTAGES 
/EIGH HEAVY WITH 
UNKNOWN THREA 


ie 


Wo 


‘ARE YOU GOWN 
"ACTUALLY IT'S 
c.oser € 
OULD NOT HAVE MUSTERED 
ENOUGH MEN TO MAKE A SUCCESSFUL %D YOUR MEN JUST 
RAD UPON YOUR ESTABLISHMENT be OF BOREDOM? 
ON THE BEST OF DAYS, 


‘YOU CAN NOT 
BE SERIOUS, A LONE 
NN CALISED THE DEATH 
OF OVER ONE HUNDRED 
OF YOUR MEN. 


(ONE HUNDRED 
AND SEVENTY EIGHT 
GIVE OR TAKE A FEW OF 
THE WOUNDED WHO MIGHT 
HAVE KICKED OFF IN 
THE MEANTIME. 


‘ARE YOu 
ENJOYING THIS? 
WHAT'S YOUR GAN 
COLE? Have YOu 
CRACKED HAVING LOST Is THIS SOME 
SO MANY MEN? SORT OF STRANGE 
FOR POWER? A 
BIGGER CUT, MORE 
CONTROL, A 
NICE HAT? 
YOU CAN NOT 


THIS MADNESS. 


We ARE BUILDI 
AN EMPIRE, | WILL NOT 
ALLOW YOU TO SABOTAGE 
IT WITH INSANE STOF 

AND GAMES, 


THEY WILL 
STILL 


NEVER IN TO 
BEGIN WITH, 


-THACK|* 


SS 
iS x ) 
le 


i) 
Re 


WHAT'S GOING 
ON OUTSIDE?, 


YOU HAVE NOT MOVED 
SINCE SHE PASSED 


THERE IS TALK 
OF TURNING THIS LAND 
INTO A CO-OP. WE ALREADY RUN 
IT, WE JUST NEED A FIGUREHEAD EVERYONE 
CAN LOOK TO WITH & NICE LITTLE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


THAT WAS A 
LONG TIME AzO, 

UNDER VERY DIFFERENT 
WOULD NOT) 


MAY | ASK 


YOU A QUESTION ‘AS LONG 
MAM? afl AS YOU STOP WITH 
THE DREADFUL 


("| 00 ot 
EVEN KNOW HOW 
TO ASK I. 


FORMALITIES, 


LOOKING FOR 
ANSWERS IN THE 
ASHES OF A WORLD | 
CANNOT EVEN 
REMEMBER, 


| HAVE TO 
ADMIT, | NEARLY 
HAD HEART FAILURE 
WHEN LITTLE ALICE TOLD’ 
Us OF YOU AND YOUR. 

BROTHER. EVEN NOW 
CAN FEEL MY HEART 
FLUTTERING IN 
ANTICIPATION 
OF DEATH, 


A QUESTION 
FOR YOU, 


WHAT | CAN TO’ 
ANSWER IT. 


WHAT IS. 
MY NAMER, 


HE ESCAPED FRO 
ME BECALISE OF MY 
EXHALISTION DURING OUR, 
LITTLE DISAGREEMENT 
IN HIS TOWN. 


HUM LIKE THE FIRST TIME 
YOU TWO WERE AT 
EACH OTHERS 
THROATS, 


AFTER Jus 


WHAT WILL 
YOU DO ABOUT 
COLEr. 


BE MORE DIFFICULT 
THAN YOU THINK, 


| seRveD 
UNDER HIM TW 
APTER THE SPLIT. HE 
iS EVEN MORE VIOLENT 
IF THAT HAD BEEN POSSIBLE, SOLD MYSELF 
MENT DAY 
DID NOT See HIM 
AGAIN FOR SIX 
‘SEVEN YEARS, 


‘KILL HIM, 


THAT MAY 


WHAT 0) 
YOU KNOW ONLY THAT 
ssour THATE) _ AFTER YOU HAD 
4 BEEN SPLIT UP, HE 
GREW VERY RESENTFUL 
F THE Doc AND OUR, 
DEAR PRESIDENT. 
He wanreD 
0 FINISH WHAT 
HE STARTED, BUT 
Never GOT 
THE CHANCE, 


BY THAT TIME 
THAD LONG AGO 


INTO SLAVERY, 


MAYBE, 


PUNISHMENT 

FOR MY SINS, | D0 

NOT DESERVE TO LIVE. 
A HAPPY LIFE, 


BROUGHT SO 

MUCH MISERY TO THE 
/ORLD. | AM TIRED OF THAT 
LIFE, | AM TIRED OF THE 


Ze 


Oursi 
| WOULD Just BE 
NOTHER BRUTE, ANOTHER 

OF MUSCLE. WHEN THEY 
WOULD HAVE FOUND OUT ABOUT, 


1am 6000 
T BEING & SLAVE, FOR 
ONCE IN MY LIFE | ANN ABLE 
0 RELIEVE OTHER'S SUFFERING. 
IT may BE A MINISCULE AMOUNT, 
BUT EVEN A BREATH OF REST, 
IS APPRECIATED. 


Iam usep 
LLOWING 


TO MAINTAIN 
THAT FIGHT. 


VERY LITTLE TO 
SURVIVE $0 | 


TO OTHERS. | RARELY 
TIRE AND OFTEN 
TAKE OTHER'S 
WORKLOADS, 


YOU CANNOT 
HIDE FOREVER, THE 
LAND IS RETURNING TO 
LIFE AND THE PEOPLE ARE, 
BEGINNING TO COME 
TOGETHER, 


if 4 = 

"AND Now 

HAVE YOU TO BLAME: 

FOR FREEING ME OF MY’ 

SELF IMPOSED 
PRISON. 


100 Seem 
TO UPSET THE 
STATUS QUO 
QUITE OFTEN. 


$0 THE 
RUMORS 60, 


MAYBE | 
SHOULD MAKE A 
BREAK FOR IT, 


‘YOU CAN'T 
OUT RUN 
PROGRESS, 


WILL YOU BE 
HERE WHEN | 
RETURN? 


IF | BRING 
BACK A FEW WEEKS 
WORTH OF PROVISIONS: 
FOR YOU AND ALICE 
WILL YOU STAY TILL 
MORNING AND Gt 
SOME REST? 


You HAVE 
SOMETHING UP 
YOUR SLEEVE?, 


‘ONLY TWO 
ARMS AND A PAIR 
(OF HANDS TRYING TO HELP. 
I KNOW YOU CAN SURVIVE 
LONGER THEN 

REST, BUT LITTLE ALI 
IS NOT ONE OF 


ra 


UNDERSTOOD. 
WuaTever 
YOU ARE LOOKING 
FOR OUT THERE, 
CONSIDER ME A FRIEND, 
WILLING TO HELP. 


THEY WANT ME TO DO) 
Is PULL A STUMP FROM 
THE GROUND. 


Peruaps | 
CAN STAY AND REST, 
BuT so usar, THE 
LONGER I STAY IN ONE SPOT 
THE GREATER THE CHANCE 
TROUBLE WILL 

FIND ME, 


DON'T MAKE 
PROMISES YOUR 


RESPONSIBILITIES WILL 
NOT LET YoU KEEP. 


‘CAREFUL, 
OME STUMPS 
ARE ROOTED VERY 
DEEP AND NEED A 
WHOLE PARTY WORKING] 
TOGETHER TO 
PULL LOOSE. 


ENCOMPASSING POWER? 
‘COULD IT BE YOU A 
NOT AS SMART A 
YOU THINK 


YOU ARE? 


BELIEVE | WOLD 

BE ABLE TO KILL YOU 

Pa OUTRIGHT AS LONG AS LITTLE 
WD Auice Has Some EMOTIONAL 


To BE HONEST, 
I WAS NEVER REALLY 
THAT SMART. YOU WANT 
TO KN 
EVEN KNOW WHO | AM. BUT 
THE FACT REMAINS, YOUR 


YOU BEND OVER TO 
KISS MY ASS, 


‘Q0000% ALICE D¢ (ON THAT Day 
$0 CLEVER, WERE NOT NEED YOU SHE WILL FORSETW you wicHt WANT TO 
YOU COMPOSING THAT ESE ANYMORE. SOON YOU ABOUT YOU/pui1 YoU BROTHER'S DICKS 
ALL THIS TU WILL BE A FIGMENT OF 


COUT OF YOUR ASS AND TELL 


oR 
THEMSELVES FOR 
AND BETTER, 


winks, 
HOW ARE THINGS 
OuTsDE? 


CLEARED 

A QUIET PATH OUT 
OF THE AREA. THERE 

ARE SOME HERE STILL 
NOT Ke 


| HAVE BEEN 
MADE A BO 
MEMBER OF THE 
0-0P. 


TO say. 
IAT YOU A 


NEED ANOTHER 
BATH, 


MAYBE WE 
WILL MEET FRIAR \ 
PEKIN AGAIN AND HE WILL 


THAT WOULD. 
BE A MIRACLE 


YOu ARE 
ALITTLE MIRACLE 
AREN'T YOU. 


N KAT, 


No sity. 
YOu ARE THE 
AGE. YOU 
SAVED 


mac 
You wave People Just 
Bur you ARE! Ae incle SAY MEAN THINGS 
YOU BEAT THE BAD AVE EE ABOUT YOU CAUSE THEY 
cus You FREED THe farce DONT KNOW YOU. IF THEY 
xe YOU T 


‘ a No, Na, 

1AM Wave vas svterect 

SOR FOR YOUR Se ea 
LOSS, THANK YOU FOR: 


YOUR HELP LOOKING 
AFTER ALICE, 


Twi, 
BE Nice To 

usu, HE 

Likes’ you, 


TAKE CONTROL OF THE 
EVERYONE 


WHAT IS TO GAIN, 


IS SOMETHING 
BOTHERING 
“ABOUT HER?. 


‘SHE WOLD HAVE 
HUNTED THAT FIRE ALL 

Ba) THE WAY BACK TO HELL OR 

BANG TO GET HER 

/ENGEANCE. SHE FRIGHTENS 
My SOUL KUSU, SHE 
FRIGHTENS MMY SOUL, 


Do you 
THINK THEY ARE 
BAD MEN? 


No THEY 
DO NOT SMELL 
Like BaD 


MFP 22 rie hey 
Tee ey dee 


NO, THEY HAVE: We NEED TO 
A VERY DEFINED PATH. ESP HEADING WEST, 
| DON'T KNOW OF ANYTHING BUT WE ARE GAINING ON 
THIS FAR TO THE NORTH EAST THEM FAIRLY QUICK, 
CLOSE ENOUGH FOR A 


‘ARE WE GOING 
TO HELP THEM? 


We ARE JusT 


aM curious 
THis PATH 


WHO lve Never 
xe THEY? $0 MANY OUTS! 


THEY LOOK LIke = 


HYBRIDS. 


Have vou 

EVER SEEN A 

TRAIN FRIAR. 
PEKIN? 


BUT THE TOWN. I Was CAPTURED 
ATTACKED US BECAUSE OF ‘AND PUT ON THE TRAIN 
KATT'S BROTHER. [AND TURNED INTO A SLAVE. 
I THOUGHT | WAS ALL. 
ALONE BUT THEN | 
MET STALWORT, 


1 HAD TO WORK 
AS A SLAVE, BUT ONLY 

HeLLo PRETENDING TO BE A SLAVE 

FRIAR PEKIN. SO WE CALLED ME TINA FRIAR. 


SAVE ME, SHE WAS BUSY KILLING 
ALL OF HER BROTHER'S BAD MEN. 
ANT HORSE WITH 1 HAD TO WORK IN THE LALNDRY ey 
ONE ARM, AND HE ROOM SCRUBBING CLOTHES ) 
WAS LEADER OF WITH A PERVERTED 


BUT TEN 
Sep 
He WAS A SWNT EAT To 
a Ae a ae 
reap 
A CONVOY. 


He TOLD ME 
HE USED TO BE A 


THEN WE HAD 
TO 60 TO A BIS DINNER 
WITH ALL OF HIS FRIENDS, 
BUT THEN COLE 
ARRIVED. 


KATTS 
BROTHER, 


‘STALWORT 
‘SACRIFICED HIMSELF 
TO SAVE ME AND 
STOP COLE. 


0 N 
BUT THIS TIME STALWORT. 
STOPPED HIM. 


1 COULD HEAR 
KAT CALLING BuT “~Y 
COULD NOT FIND HER. 
IT WAS 0 DARK ONCE THE 
FIRE WENT OUT AND THERE 
WAS SOOO MUCH SMOKE. 
T KEPT WALKING AND 
WALKING AND THEN 
THERE SHE WAS. 


SHE PROMISED 
SHE Wo. 
ME, AND SHE DID. 


"AND THEN 
WE RESTED AND 
SAID BYE TO THE 

FREED SLAVES, 


FOR A LONG TIME’ 
AND THEN CAME TO, 
‘SOME TRACKS. 


COME FOR 


He TRIED TO 
CATCH ME AND STARTED 
KILLING EVERYONE. THE HOUSE 
‘STARTED ON FIRE AND 
iE WERE TRAPPED. 


THE SMOKE Wi 
D BURNING 
MY BYES, BUT THEN THERE 
WAS A LOUD NOISE. | ESCAPED 
THROUGH THE LAUNDRY 
ROOM AND THEN SAW 
KAT RIDING A TRAN, 


Sue mace a 
HUGE WATER BUCKET 
FALL ON THE HOUSE, 

THERE WAS WATER 

EVERYWHERE! 


We FOLLOWED 
FOR A BIT AND THEN 
IME TO THE TOP OF 
THE HILL, AND THERE 


WHAT AN 
7 ADVENTURE YOU 
J Have HAD IN THE Fe 


WeLL | sues 
THAT SUMS UP MosTy 
OF THE QUESTIONS ) 


ONE WOULD ASK, 


ALAS, MY 
NOT NEARLY THINK ABOUT 


YOUR USE OF 


OR EVIL BROTHERS, JUST A 
FEW REGRETABLE CHOICES, 
AND COLORFUL WORDS, 


THis Is SUZIE, 
SHE IS OUR LITTLE 


SPOTTED YOU. HE IS A a 
PESSIMIST, DO NOT LET HIS 


0 MY TRAVEL 
COMPANIONS. 


You are ae © . 
00 KIND FRIAR PEKIN, Lae Fr, se VERPONE THIS SP” They wi. BE 
| Al NOT THE HEAD OF 1S KATT AND HER Soin 

DAUGHTER ALICE, Tonle 


WHAT BRIN 
(You OUT THIS Fa 
KATT MY cb 


‘GOD WILL HELP’ 
YOU ESCAPE THE 
DEVIL'S GRASP, 


Iris serra 


l, LET US CON} 
RATT, ALICE, WILL 
YOU JOIN MEP 


EOD, OR GODS 
(i you a, Have & 
FLAN FOR US ALL 


BUT GoD Does 
NOT APPROVE OF My 


TH, NOT ONLY IN HIM, 
IT IN MYSELF, 


PROSPERO 


OPE WITH, THE SIZE OF WHAT yey Resin ar THe sicut) 


1 CAN ONLY CALL A city 
FOR THE VERY Cw PURPOSE 
KS HAD 5: 


480 


My FAITH IN OUR SURVIVAL AS A 
IES WAS SHAKEN TO ITS CORE. 
want 


ION LOOK 


SCRAWNY, CRINSING PLUSH T CuiLDp 


TOUTED AS TOOLS TO ke 
HAPPY AND THE 


DERED FOR HOURS FROM AUCT 
[OR OUR MON! 


‘THE STOCK THAT HAD 
THE DAYLIGHT WERE 


, DIRTY AND 
{ERE SOLD IN LOTS 


THE ELDERLY, FEEBLE, 
MINDED, SICK, AND THOSE WHO 


LONGER WORK, 


NoT To BELITTLE 
RY FRIAR PEKIN, He HELD OUT HIS HAND, 
NO MATTER Th 


SOULD SMELL HI 
BREATH AND SEE THE Mt 
GLINT IN His EYE: 


484 


‘THE OTHERS HAD BEEN LISTENING 

AND WITHOUT A WORD THE MEN HAD 
PPED FORWARD. THEY WERE NOT 

EAGER FOR THE MISDEED, THERE 
OF FREEDOM IN THEIR FACES. 


D THERE 
WITH THAT DAMNABLE HORSE'S Er 

Back. EVERY BELIEF THAT | FOLLO\ 

EVERY MORAL ALARM, EVERY OUNCE OF FAITH 
I HAD, WERE VIOLATED THE MOMENT I TOOK 


I CHOSE ON IMPULSE, 
NORING THE MAN’ 

HAD SPOKE. THE SLAVE 

MASTER LET HIM OUT 

CHUCKLING ALL THE WHILE, 


THAT IS MONTHS 
TRAVEL ON FOOT, 


AND BANDITS IN 
BETWEEN, 


THAT IS NOT 
EXACTLY WHAT 


We PickeD uP 
YOUR TRAIL BECAUSE Y 
IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE 


OUT OF Gon's 
“JURISDICTION, 


‘YOU DAFT KITTEN, 
LOOK Me IN THE BYE 
AND SAY THAT 


THE SLAVES OUT WITHOUT a 


i @ 


COWARDICE? 
YOU DID NOT KILL 
THAT MAN BECAUSE YOU 
KNEW OF A BETTER WAY OF GETTING 
STION. 


ALL IS FORGIVEN, 

Wwe see ON ANN PATH 

7” ewe are neeste> To 

[tHe Feiae's sacerice I is AN) 
SIBLE DECISION BUT He 


A BIT OF EMOTIONAL TRALIMA 
’AND PAIN ARE NOT GOING TO 


ALL YOU A THOUSAND PISSED 
foD\ OFF SLAVERS, WILL 

‘ 
ies 


\ 


He IS TAKING 
Us TO THE ORDER OF 
OD, THE GRAND MONASTERY 
IN THE NORTH. 


IT 
NOTHINS BUT CONVOY, SLAVERS, 


WE HAVE FOOD 
FOR A MONTH, AND IF 
RATIONED IT CAN BE 
STRETCHED A LITTLE 
DS LonseR. 


WE CAN DEFEND’ 
OURSELVES. 


IVE ME TH SOB 
RECO eDer Thee Wy og AINE THAT ND. 
COLA BS WHETY NMED WK OUT” gCFgTAB, NEL BRIS THE 
TERE IND I WOMLD Te TM ENTE CONVOY POREATIN, 
THE SAME DAMNED THING. « exPERIENCE WITH CONVOY, NOMADS, 
PLAGUE CRAZIES, SLAVERS, THE 
LOST, BANDITS, AND PLAIN OLD 
vibes Ten Te Lot 


"YOU DO NOT. 
KNOW US, JUST 
BECAUSE 
DEFORMED 


(GOD WILL NOT 
SAVE YOU OUT HERE. 
THIS IS NO LONGER His 


TAM HEADED 
NORTHWEST, | CAN 
TRAVEL WITH YOU FOR 
ANOTHER DAY OR TWO, 
THREE AT THE MOST. 
FROM THERE WE MUST 
PART CO! 


‘No YOU CAN'T, 
BESIDES MONEY MEANS 


NOTHING TO ME. 


YOU REALLY 
HAVE NOTHING | 
NEED OR NOT. 


TOW WHAT 
YOU ARE CAPABLE OF, 
| HAVE SEEN YOUR 
Se Was ar SALLENHOLW 
TF vou age go YOU CANE THROUGH 


CONCERNED THAT 
WE WILL Die, COME, 
HELP us, 
PROTECT Us, 


ust as we 
HAVE OURS. 


WE ARE LISTENING, 
BUT YOU HAVE SAID 
WHAT WE ALL FEAR IN 
OUR MINDS. WE ARE ALONE 
HERE, WE NEED PROTECTION, 
WE COULD PAY YOu 
TO STAY LONGER, 


ALLOW OLD PREJUDICES 
SURFACE. PLEASE ACCEPT 
My APOLOGIES KATT. 


WHY ARE so 
RELUCTANT TO HELP US? 
Do You NOT Like Us? Is your} 
BUSINESS TIME 
SENSITIVE? 


Gop Dip 
NOT PUT IT 
THERE? 


IT IS NO i 
THEY THINK IT IS, AS IT IS 


) A SYMBOL REPRESENTIN 


OF THEIR CLUB IF THEY HEAR 
ALL THAT RATIONS 


| KNOK 
My CHILD, 
1 KNOW 


DID PERMA 
IT IS NOT FOR Ut 


‘ARE YOU 
TIRED HONEY? 


Fipser. 
You SHOUD 
SOME Ri 


Aviv 
JANTED TO TALK 
0 THE FRIAR, 


WHAT DID 
YOU WANT TO ASK 
HIM HONEY? 


Deron! 


TAUSED BY GENES COLON 
‘AND GETTING CONFUSED 


UNDERSTAND THE 


© es 


MOST PEOPLE 
ARE AFRAID OF THEM 
PEOPLE TRY TO SET DEEP DOWn 
TO KNOW THEA 
THEY ARE AND 
THAT IS WHAT IT $0) 


Tuey 100K 3 
SUPERSTIT 
ABOUT THEM, 


‘SUPERSTITION? 


BELIEVE THEY ARE 
UNCLEAN BEINGS BECAUSE VIE 
THEY ARE MIXED. IT COMES 
FROM LONG YEARS OF 
PREIIDICE ENFORCED 
BY A VERY EVIL MAN. 


THERE ARE A 


GREAT DEAL OF 
HYBRIDS THAT HAVE 
VERY FEW DEFORMITIES 
AND YOU WOULD BE HARD jl 
PRESSED TO SAY THEY 
(ERE DIFFERENT AT 


FIRST GLANCE, 


THE WORLD IS 
CHANGING HONEY, 
MAYBE THIS TIM 
AROUND PEOPLE WILL 
ALL BE NICE TO 
EACH OTHER. 


THEYLL BE 
NICE AGAIN WHEN 
THEY ALL HAVE 
BATHES, 


WHY IS DIFFERENT 
0? THE GIRLS AT 
THE SLAVE FARM DIDN'T 
LIKE ME CAUSE | HAD HALE 
A TAIL. THEY CALLED ME A 
HYBRID, BUT I DIDN'T KNOY 
WHAT A HYBRID 


MANY PEOPLE THAT 
0 NOT TAKE THE TIME 
TO THINK ABOUT WHAT 
THEY SAY OR Do. 


InsTeaD OF 
TRYING TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT WHAT THEY 
0 NOT UNDERSTAND’ 
‘THEY PUSH IT AWAY. 


WHY CAN'T 
EVERYONE JUST 
BE NICE TO 

EACH OTHER? 


THAT IS A 
QUESTION THAT 
HAS BEEN ASKED 
SINCE THE FIRST 
PERSON SPOKE. 


‘AT THE VERY 
LEAST THEY WILL NO) 
LONGER SMELL 
AS BAD, 


SAVE THE HYBRIDS 
FRIAR PEKIN? 


TAM TRYING TO 
HELP THEM TO 
BETTER LIFE BY TAKING 
THEM TO Ay ORDER 


AT LEAST THERE 
EY WILL BE RESPECTED 
NOT HAVE TO WORRY 
IR HEALTH. A HYBRID 
HAS MANY MORE PROBLEMS THAN 
UST THE PEOPLE AROUND 
THEM DISLIKING THEA 


1 Hope 
THEY ALL GET 
THERE SAFE 
AND HAPPY, 


ra = 


‘SHE ALMOST 
DIED IN THAT FIRE 
FRIAR. | ALMOST 
LOST HER, 


La. | DON'T KN 
WHAT TO DO. | WAS SLAPPED) 
IN THE FACE WITH THE FACT 
THAT I CANNOT PROTECT 
HER ALL THE TIME, 
LAM BULLET PROOF, 
‘SHE IS NOT. ANYONE AROUND 
ME IS GOING TO FALL INTO MY, 
CGRAVITATIONAL WELL 
OF TROUBLE. 


RATT MY CHD, 

LOOK AT WaT YOu 

HAVE BEEN THROUGH THE 
Cast Few MONTHS. Tots Bay y 

SALLY DEATH WAS 

ts NOT BEEN EASY ON perce YOu MORE THAN 

THER OF YOU. yoy NOW. IT OPENED YOUR 

ES TO THE PRECIOUSNESS OF 

IPE ALL 18 THE ENBODWNENY 


IT WAS MY FAULT 
THIS TIME FRIAR. We COULD 
HAVE GONE ON WITH OUR 
SHORT SUPPLIES. 


WE WOULD HAVE: 
REACHED OUR DESTINATION, 
HUNGRY, BUT WE WOULD HAVE 

REACHED IT. INSTEAD... 
‘COLE HAPPENED. 


[DID NOT KNOW 
| HAD A BROTHER UNTIL 
[LAID EVES ON HIM. THERE IS 
NO DOUBT IN MY MIND THAT HE 
|S IN FACT MY BROTHER. THERE 

ARE TOO MANY FEELINGS 
DEEP DOWN THAT 

CONFIRM IT. 


YOU HAVE BOTH 
MENTIONED THIS COLE. 

Is He TRULY YOUR 
BROTHER? 


WE ARE OF THE 
SAME STOCK, BUT HIS 
MIND IS WARPED AND TWISTED. 
[LEAD ALICE DIRECTLY INTO THE PATH 
OF DANGER WITHOUT KNOWING, | MIGHT] 
AS WELL HAVE THROWN HER IN 
THE FIRE MYSELF. 


YOU DID NOT KNOW 
TOF HIS EXISTENCE, HOW COULD 
YOU BLAME YOURSELF FOR THAT? 
INSTEAD OF LETTING THEM GET 

yy WITH WHAT 
THEY DID YOU. 


[DON'T HAVE THE 

RIGHT TO SUBJECT A CHILD 

ro MY LIFE. | AM A DANGER 
TO ALL THOSE AROUND ME. 

CAN'T JUST HIDE IN A CAVE, 

THAT ISN'T FAIR 

TO ALICE 


Cg | 
S am 


Kart. You caN See IT 
IN HER EYES, IN HER SOUL. 
D0 NOT THINK EVEN YOU 
COULD STOP HER F 
ROM FOLLOWING. 


WHAT Do | Do? 
DON'T KNOW HOW TO 
RAISE A CHILD. FOR ONCE IN 
MY LIFE | AM STRUCK WITH A CONSTANT" 
LIST OF FEARS, FEAR OF LOSINS HER, 
FEAR OF HER GOING HUNGRY, FEAR 
FOR HER HEALTH, FEAR FOR HER 
MORAL STABILITY, FEAR. 


KATT MY CHILD, 
THE MERE FACT THAT 
YOU CONSIDER HER WELL BEING 
IN ALL OF YOUR D 

THAT YOU ARE DOINS 
SOMETHING CORRECT. 


IF YOU FELT NOTHING 
ER WELL BEING FoR HER SAFETY THEN YOU 
ISIONS IS PROOF woulp BE THE MONSTER YOU 
THINK YOU ARE. THERE IS NO RIGHT] 

WAY TO RAISE A CHILD OR KEEP 
THEM SAFE. YOU HAVE TO PREPARE| 
THEM THE BEST YOU CAN AND 
TAKE THE REST 

4s IT COMES. 


WISE BUT IMPRACTICAL 


YOU HAVE TO FORSIVE. 
YOURSELF FOR SALLY'S DEATH 
CEPT ALICE AS YOUR DALI 
IT IS THE FIRST STEP IN MAKING SURE 
0 WAYS BE WITH ALICE. 
THAT SLAVER MURDERED SALLY NOT 
BECAUSE SHE WAS WITH YOU, 
OR TRIED TO EMULATE YOU, 


AS | SAID, JUST 
A SUBSESTION FOR THE 
MOMENTS THE FANSS ARE 
NOT AT YOUR THROAT. 


My SUSGESTION, 
AND THIS IS ONLY'A 
SUGGESTION, AS | KNOW 

THIS WORLD. 


THAT DO NOT 
RESULT IN VIOLENCE. 


ER, 


THERE IS A LIGHT 
THAT SPRINGS FROM 


fOU CAN LOOK: 
AT SALLYS DEATH AS 
YOUR FAULT, OR THE FAULT 
OF THE SLAVER. OR. YOU CAN 
LOOK AT SALLY'S DEATH 
SACRIFICE. HER LIGHT 
SNLFFED OUT EARLY TO 
YOU TO SOMEONE 


Like TO See A LIGHT 
OUT OF AN INNOCENTS 


HER DEATH, 


s 


WirHour HER 
SACRIFICE YOU WOULD 
NEVER HAVE CHASED THAT 
MAN, HE WOULD NOT HAVE LEAD] 
YOU TO THAT DEN OF EVIL. YOU 
WOULD HAVE Never 

MET ALICE. 


HER SACRIFICE LEAD 
‘YOU TO ALICE, SOME WOULD 
CALL IT A COINCIDENCE. 

V CALL ITA MIRACLE, 


*SNIFE 


PERHAPS SHE HAS 
A CLEARER PICTURE OF 
THINGS THAN YOU THINK, 


‘SHE HAS A FRESH MIND 
WITH LITTLE IN THE AREA OF 


AS | HEAR 
IT, $0 DO You. 


‘SALLY'S MIRACLE LEAD 
YOU TO ALICE, ALI (RACE 
SAVED HER, YOUR MIRACLE 
LIES IN YOUR LAP. 


SOMETIMES MIRACLES 
CREATE THEMSELVES TO HELP A 
IEED IN THE WORLD. SOMETIMES 
WE CAN THANK OUR CHOSEN GOD, 

DING THEM. 


WiLL TELL YOu 
ONE THING... [D0 NOT 
BELIEVE GOD DEALS IN MIRACLES, 
I BELIEVE MIRACLES ARE A MANIFESTATION’ 
OF THE NEED TO RELIEVE TRUE SUFFERING. 
‘SUFFERING $0 PURE IT CALLS UPON 


‘SOMETIMES GOD NEEDS 
TO TAKE A BACK SEAT TO | BELIEVE IN GoD, 
RATIONAL THOUGHT. SOMETIMES NOT FOR HIS AWE 
YOU JUST HAVE TO LET INSPIRING POWER, 
EVERYTHING GO AND OMNIPRESENCE, OR 
HAVE FAITH IN GOD GIFT OF LiFe AFTER Tear your FELLOW 
DEATH. NO, I BELIEVE MAN AS YOU WOULD LiKE 

BECAUSE OF THE To BE TREATED. HELP THOSE 
MESSAGE HE IN NEED. NEVER TAKE MORE THAN 
HAS SENT. 4 YOU NEED. AND EMBRACE YOUR 
FELLOW MAN NO MATTER THE 
CREED, CULTURE, OR BELIEF, 
Be HAPPY. 


FRIAR THE MORE YOU 
MAKE SENSE THE LESS | THINK 
YOU TRULY BELIEVE A 
GOD EXISTS. 


| STAND FIRM 
IN MY BELIEFS, | 90 
NOT LIKE PREACHING, THAT 
|S FOR FATHERS, BLESS THEIR 


‘SOUNDS LiKE! 
YOU HAVE YOUR 
SERMON READY, 


100 NOT Ne=D 
10 GREET A Sols T0 
EB, BLESS THER yO NE es au 
SOUS THAT HAVE SEOWN 70 30 LEND A AND 


IFICAN. How 1s BELIEF 
IN MY GoD GOING TO 
HELP THEM WHEN WHAT THEY 
NEED IS A PHYSICAL HAND? FALSE 
ji HOPE IN PRAYING TO A MAN 
<} ‘GOING 


THEY NezD Go's 
REPRESENTATIVE TO LEND 

THEM A HAND TO HELP THEM 

THROUGH THEIR PLIGHT. A PRACTICAL 

SOLUTION BEFORE A 

FAITH SOLUTION. 


CAREFUL FRIAR, 
YOU MIGHT CONVERT THIS 
BLASPHEMOUS WRETCH IF YOU 
ARE NOT CAREFLL, 


D0 NOT THINK 
YOU ARE THE, SOMETHING 
ELSE, YOU THINK YOU ARE. YOU 
MAY HAVE NO FAITH IN GOD, BUT 
HE HAS FAITH IN ALL OF 
HIS CREATIONS. 


‘AH, BUT YOU 
SEE FRUR. 


va mh 


"THE HAND OF GOD 
YAS NOT THE ONE WHO 
CREATED MY MOLD. 


‘AGAIN YOUR CHOICE 
(OF WORDS LEAVES ME TROLIBLED. 
(ONE DAY YOU WILL HAVE TO ALLOW 
ME TO HEAR YOUR TRUE TALE. 


MAYBE ONE 
DAY FRIAR, MAYBE 
ONE DAY. 


TELL ME FRIAR, 
YOU HAVE CASED 
TO CRY TWICE NOW, WHAT 
ABOUT YOUR OWN GRIEFEy 


| SUFFER SILENTLY 
MASKED WITH DETERMINATION 
AND THE JOURNEY, 


DREAM ABOUT 
IT IN VIVID DETAIL EveRY 
NIGHT. SOMETIME 
HAPPENS AS IT DID. 


IT IS THE SINGLE MOST 
VILE THING | HAVE EVER DONE, 
AT THE SAME TUNE, | ACCEPT 


THE SITUATION. IT DOES NOT 
TROUBLE ME AS MUCH AS IT. 


) , 

PAN INK STAIN ON 
A WHITE ROBE, GAINED IN 
‘SERVICE AS AN ACCIDENT. EVEN 
THOUGH THE SERVICE WAS 


APPRECIATED, THE 
STAIN REMAINS, 


YOU HAVE THIRTY 
PAIRS OF HANDS WILLING 
TO HELP YOU WASH 

Y THE STAIN, 


r= a 


YOU ALREADY KNO 
1100 NOT SLEEP IN A NORMAL 
FASHION, SO | RETURN YOUR 
ADVICE HOPING YOU WILL 
FOLLOW IT. 


‘SOMETIMES | AN 
THE VIOLATOR. 


Mari 


OFFENSE W 


GET sowe REST 
KATT MY CHILD, DREAM 
HAPPY DREAMS, 


(OFTEN THE BEST 
ADVICE WE GIVE IS THE 
ADVICE WE FAIL 

TO FOLLOW. 


EARNESTLY FOR. 
ME, AS HAS JOSEPH. BUT 
I CANNOT FORGET HER CRIES 
OF PAIN OR THE LOOK UPON 
THEIR FACES. PERHAPS IT IS 
EASIER FOR THEM TO FOr 


BROUGHT THEM 


No sie. 

THE TRACKS ARE 
MORE DEFINED HERE. 
THEY CAN NOT BE MO} 
THAN A DAY AHEAD, 


WHAT IS THIS, 
‘SOME SORT OF EXODUS?” 
Dip IT JOIN THE 
OTHER TWOP, 


‘ONLY NoTIC 
TRACKER'S TRAIL BE. 


100s Lie cue 
WAIN PARTY Is TOWN 
BAGGAGE. NO MATTER, THEY 
Ne LETS MOVE our. 
OULD Be ABLE TO 
W? BY NOON 


IF THEY ARE: 
eH 


Cur THE SHIT 
COLE! YOU TRIED TO KILL 
ME, AND THEN YOU TRIED 
TO KILL ALICE 


THEN | SAVED 
as LITTLE ALICE HERE- 


PEAR INTENDED 70 KILL 
EITHER OF YOU. Wy acr KILLING. 


| DIO JUST KILL EVERYONE 
TRYING TO CATCH YOUR. 
FRIENDS, 


Cove! Leave! 


DON'T WANT 


YOU DO NOT Say 
HER Name! YOU DO 
NOT GET TO TALK, 

TO HER. 


| REALIZE THAT 
MAY HAVE STARTED 
(OUT ON THE 
WRONG FOOT. 


KATT, IT'S OK, 
HE JUST SURPRISED 
ME. 1AM NOT AFRAID, 

OF HIM. 


ATTEMPTED 
RAPE, ATTEMPTED MURDER, 
KIDNAPPING, SLAVERY, ~ 


WOULD Like 
0 GET TO KNOW My 
SISTER BETTER. IT HAS BEEN 
‘TWENTY YEARS SINCE YOU WENT 
INTO THE BOX. WE HAVE A 
BIT OF CATCHING 


Like BeeeDI 
AN INCESTUAL 
SUPER RACE, 


THAT CAN WAIT. 

IM IN NO HURRY, 
OTHER BUILT 
Us TO LAST, 


YOU HONESTLY 
EXPECT ME TO BELIEVE 
THAT YOU JUST WANT 


TO BE FRIENDS®. (517) 


MAYBE HE'S 
TRYING TO 


[QUESTIONS ROLLING 
IN THAT PRETTY HEAD 
OURS. 


| HIGHLY DouBT 
IT, IT'S PROBABLY A 
LONG TERM PLAN TO 

My DEFENSES, 


BROTHER, MAYBE 
CAN GIVE HIM 
ECOND CHANCE 


DIDN'T You 
SAY WE ALL NEED A 


AL- SHE'S RIGHT 
SIS, FAMILY SHOULD 
STICK TOGETHER, 


He's FaMiL 
WE DON'T HAVE ANY 
FAMILY LEFT. 


BE FOLLOWING Us 
REGARDLESS OF THE 
ANSWER, LET US St 

UP SOME RULES, 


DON'T WANT 
OU NEAR US, | DON'T 


HANCE YOU 

WILL BETRAY Us, WE CANNOT FIGHT, YOU 

KNOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN. YOU DO NOT, 

TALK TO ALICE. YOU STAY A 

HUNDRED YARDS FROM US 
AT ALL TIMES. 


(ONE HUNDRED YARDS! 
BUT HOW WILL WE MAKE 
SWEET, CONVERSATION 


DON'T FINK 
THAT Ser 


WILL COLE 
BE ALRIGHT OUT 
THERE ALONE?, 


MR. FLUFFY 
PANTS WAS TALKING 
ME AT THE 
SLAVE FARM. 
BUT Now 
He Is quier 
AGAIN. 


Wuar DID 
Me. FLUFFY PANTS 
HAVE TO SAY? 


He SAID 
YOU TRIED TO 
KILL HIM, 


He ALSO SAID 
YOU WOULD NOT COME 
FOR ME. | CA 

HIM A LIAR. 


Dio He NOW? 
WHAT ELSE DID Me. 
FLUFFY PANTS SAY?, 


BUT YOu PROMISED, 
‘ND | 

HE DION'T BELIEVE Me. SO | 
YELLED AT HIM AND NO} 


WHAT DID 
NT TO TALK TO. 
HIM ABOUT?. 


DON'T KNOW. 


IS COLE ONE OF 
THOSE PLUSH? 


JUST HAVE TO GET 
KNOW ME. 


As ABOUT 
Y THERE ARE 
MEAN PLUSH, AND THEN 


THis IS ROUGH COUNTRY, 


Your FIRE IS 


LURKING ABOUT OUT THERE, 
[COT THESE TWO Easy, BUT 
TWILL BE UP ALL NIGHT IF 

YOU KEEP THAT FIRE UP. 


OHM 
REALLY? | WOU 
HAVE NEVER THOUGHT A LON 
FIRE IN A WASTELAND FILLED WITH 
SCAVENGERS AND PARASITES 
WOULD ATTRACT 
ATTENTION. 


WARNED YOU 
ABOUT ‘Sis’ 


COLE CAN 
HANDLE THEM. 


OMe PLUSH 
DO BAD THINGS FOR 
OOD REASONS, 


BAD Tul 
WE NEED TO DO 


THAT IS A 
TRICKY ROAD TO 
/ALKe HONEY, SOME 

PLUSH CALL THAT THE 

“ENDS THAT JUSTIFY THE MEANS’ 

BUT WHEN WE END UP DOING BAD 
70 GET TO 6000, THE BAD 

OUTWEIGHS THE &¢ 


YOU ARE AN 
‘AMAZIN CHILD. 
HAVE JUST FIGURED OUT 
WHAT TAKES MOST PLUSH 
THEIR ENTIRE LIV 


AT YOU. WHAT IS 
IT HONEY? 


Bur wen ALL HOPE OF 


ESCAPED THIS LEARNING WHO I 


HAPPENED 4 AND WHO | HAD BEEN 
WAS Li 
THE MEN WHO FREED 
LD ME AB 
WHERE ALL THE 
IN THE W 


Was stoReD, HE DID NOT 


KNOW WHERE IT Wa 

BUT HE KNEW A FEW 

PEOPLE THAT MAY BE 
ABLE TO FIND IT. 


ZARCHING FOR THIS BEFORE | MET YOU, 
SALLY AND |. 


(OH No! 
IM SORRY KATT, 


| BELIEVE IN 


My MEMORI 
DO ANYTHIN 
THEM BACK. 


YOU KATT. IF | LOST. 


Lam 


TRUTH 


HE KNOWS A 

LOT ABOUT YOU, HE 

AID 50. YOU COULD, 
ASK HIM. 


To TELL You THE 
{CAUSE | WILL 
NEVER LIE TO YOU To me TH 


GOING 


ENDS DO JUSTIFY 
THE MEANS. 
THE REST OF 


THANK You 
ALICE HONEY. 


HOW MUCH DO 
YOU UNDERSTAND ABOUT 
WHAT HE SAID BACK 


AT TOWN? 


100 NoT WANT 


TO ASK COLE BECAUSE 


HE WANTS SOMETHING FRO: 
Mme THAT | WILL 
NOT GIVE HIM. 


EVEN A SMALL 
QUESTION WOULD Give 
HUM THAT MUCH MORE POWER 
OVER Me, DO NOT BE 
FOOLED BY HIS HAPPY 

IDIOT ROI 


He isa very 
INTELLIGENT, MAD, 
SELFISH, PLUSH. ALL THAT 
MATTERS TO HIM IS 

WHAT HE WANTS, 


WiLL You STILL 
BE MY MOMMY AFTER 
YOU FIND OUT WHO. 
YOU ARE? 


No, No! 
I WANT You TO 


DON'T BE AFRAID 

CHANGE HONEY. 
EVERYTHING 
THIS WORLD WILL 


VE FOR YOU AL 
YOU ARE MY DAUGHTER, MY 
LITTLE BUMBLY BEE. 


RKED 
DRS, 


a ey 


OF SOAP INTO A 


‘ARE YOU GUYS 
DONE JERKING EACH 
OTHER OFF? 


DAMN THOSE 
IBEX WERE FINE, LITHE) 
TIGHT, JUST BUILT 
RIGHT. AUN. 


WHAT DID You 
WANT IN THIS SHITHOLE) 


LooKING 
FOR SOMEONE, 


I KNOW EVERYONE IN 
TOWN. MY TRACKS RUN 
RIGHT THROUGH THE 
EAST END OF TOWN 


PERTWEE WHEN | 

KNEW HIM, BUT THA 
WAS ABOUT FIVE 

YEARS AGO, 


You MEAN Pewee? 
PURPLE RABBIT WITH A 
MISSING EAR? UISED TO, 


1 HAD No 
INTEREST IN 
MEETING ANYONE, 

LET ALONE YOu. 


How THE 
HELL D0 You 
KNOW PEWEE?, 


He REPORTED. 
TO THE MAN | 
NEED TO FIND. 


SHIT, 
NO ONE Does 
Ie BEEN LOOKING FOR 
THAT SON OF A 
FOUND OUT HE I LMNs 
BENG wrt a ne ans 10 
HE BC's 


nescane a | pg 
Reese eae 
ba) 


Do yOu KNOW 
WHERE HE IS?. 


: 

—~f 

al ag! 
THAT IS AN. 
ine eve 


“Od 


7 HE 1S. | AM QUITE DISAPPOINTED 
THAT YOU DION'T COME FORWARD, 
WITH THIS INFORMATION 
WHEN | WAS ASKING 
V, ABOUT IT. 

Vy 


\\ "YOU STANDING HERE. HOW 
DID YOU TO FIND 
EACH OTHER? 


‘SHE'S my sisTER. HOW THE FUCK 
DID | GET STUCK BETWEEN 
& ‘THE ONLY TWO PLUSH ON THIS 
PLANET THAT MAKE JUDGMENT/ 
PAY LOOK TAME, 7 


= 


‘UNLUCKY | Guess, ee 


Mit — Sey yy 


= (| 


Ok, OK. 
A Week west 
UNTIL YOU COME TO 
‘THE RIFT AND ANOTHER 
|FOLR DAYS NORTH LNTI 
YOU COME TO 
THE TOWER. 
THE RADIATION 
HAS BEEN BURIED BY 
ALL THE MOLTEN ROCK 
POURING OUT OF THAT 
RIFT. YOUD NEED TO SPEND 


Tues. ITS A GIANT 
ROCK SPIRE, | DON'T 
KNOW HOW IT 
GOT THERE, 


PROBABLY NOT 
Lie, BUT IT SEEMS 
YOURE PRONE TO LEAVE: 
‘THE TRUTH OUT OF 
YOUR ANSWERS, 


~, 
ELEVEN Avs 
(OUT AND ELEVEN 
BACK, GIVES YOU A HELL AN 
‘OF A HEAD START 


IF YOURE LYING. 


a 


He's ONLY UP THERE 


OF LOOKING FOR Hid THAT NEAR 
THE RIFT. IT WILL BE ANOTHER 
TWENTY YEARS BEFORE PLUSH 

THINK ITS SAFE ENOUGH, 


‘A BIT OF TIME THERE TO 


SOAK UP ENOUGH 


TO HARM YOU. 


LOOK I'm TELLIN 
yA, IT'S THERE. BURT'S 
THE ONLY CRAZY BASTARD 
WILLING TO LIVE THAT cLOse 
TO THE RIFT. I’M TELLIN 
YOU THE TRUTH. 


Tm NOT. 
LYING! 


€! 


= \( : | W 


x ~ 
SES - 
\ fHis TY 
1a 


x A] G4 5 mil mn 


== = i = \ 


(tite ex 


PPP ~. nike 


a 

(ELLO SUNSHI 
We JUST KEEP 
RUNNING INTO 


(2 A MINN 


\ Tew 


Dri 4 
(ae. ff 
AL tli \| 


vit , uy 
7a v4 


ill) GE ; 
aN (82 iy 


| suppose (7 
was onvy a marrer Ras 
OF TINE. 


< a 7) y Ee 
CAGE % 


Lil, 
on 
Ml | 
4566) 


<=} 
| 


wy 


‘suct arrremess, Ne" © 
COME ON, ONE QUESTION 
FREE or 


Tove vou) = — 
(auice Honey, Fou wanteD > 
~~ To know wHar my) 
(Cmanuy wore) 


a | meal 


Gee nevoaest) ) 


SWEAR ON IT. THIS IS THE FIRST >) 
| Time We wiLt Be ToucHiNe since 
YOU GRABBED ME IN YOUR SEEDY 
LITTLE BAR. IF YOU VIOLATE THIS 
TRUST, IT WILL BE THE LAST TIME 

(vou ever ToucH me. 


(100 Nor even Know’) 


\\ WHO SE Was AT 
THe Te 


/ Tas is THe 
(ONE, THERE'S |) 
( veewirely somerane ) 

UP THERE, 


. — 

THERE 6 

(_. someriine acouno 

( THe easr sive Run, Looks ) 

\ LIKE A LIFT ARM, 
tet ie 

a 


\ 
Atri 
(soit Them ) 


\IS ANYTHING ATTACHED, 
a 


HELLO? 
BURT, 


HOW MANY PEOPLE 
PO YOU HAVE VISITING 


THINK | WOULD COME 
‘ALL THE WAY OUT HERE) WHO IS THIS? 

TO KILL YOUR DONT KNOW YOU, 

a.p Bones? _/ \ you AIN'T COMING LPL You kNow 

DAMNED WELL WHO 
IT 1S, YOUVE BEEN WATCHING 
Us FOR AT LEAST THE 
LAST TWO MiLEs. 


ak 
/ MAYBE | WAS, 
(sare wis, 
wt bo ou war 


AWAY UP, BECAUSE 
IF | HAVE TO CLIMB ALL 
THE WAY UP THERE | WILL 
NOT BE HAPPY WHEN 
| REACH THE TOP. 


. x / tn By is cuesTIONs. 


é 3) L—"~. | Blips 
An? Ke y. gl \ £9 eta he 


y PWS Eas 
[Fs & | Wa ae 
rf SD of | \; oe 


NOW IF YOU WERE WITH Cove 
‘OR NOT. THAT MAN 1S OUT. 
TO RIL ME. 


TOK Him \- 


NeXT TH, 


